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I wish I could say that I 
responded to Jesus’ calling 
in my life like the fishermen 
— Andrew and Peter, James 

and John — along the Sea of 
Galilee who dropped everything 
to follow Jesus.  My reaction was 
more like the Prophet Jonah who 
fled God’s calling in the opposite 
direction.  Too often the Church 
does not affirm the call to ministry 
of laity, so I continued to struggle 
in my calling and ignore God.  I 
felt that my calling required too 
much commitment or was a 
difficult journey.  Slowly I turned 
myself completely over to God 
realizing that God offers great 
power to transform the world to 
every faithful disciple.  Once I 
accepted my call, I was satisfied to 
serve my local church’s trustees 
committee because this position 
ran parallel to my occupation as a 
carpenter.  Later, God showed me 
that being a carpenter was my gift.  
New opportunities for ministry 
emerged that moved me beyond 
my accustomed security and 
comfort. As I continued to listen 
to God I realized that God would 
work more through me. 
	 As a teenager I discovered my 
passion for evangelism.  In meeting 
new people I witnessed the Holy 
Spirit lead our conversations to 
discussion about faith and God. 
I struggled with sharing my faith 
at first due to fears of rejection. 
At times the cross that we bear 
may be difficult and heavy but 
God did not forsake me and 
traveled with me on this journey. 
I became obedient, patiently 
listening to the Holy Spirit and 
watching for those ‘door opening’ 
moments.  I did not always know 
what to say or even what to do 
in certain circumstances but I 
simply remained obedient to God.  
During a trip to Nashville, Tenn., I 
remember meeting a woman in the 

To produce abundant fruit 
you must realize Jesus has 

chosen you!
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hotel whose husband had recently 
undergone brain surgery at the 
local hospital.  He was not doing 
well and his doctors abandoned 
hope for a better prognosis.  This 
woman was depressed and lost 
because of the situation.  In our 
encounter I spoke a few words of 
hope from God and prayed with 
her and her son.  Two days later 
when I saw her and her husband 
at the hotel, she began to give me 
credit for his miraculous recovery.  
However, I told her it was all about 
God and I was put in her path to 
reveal God’s healing power.
	 Now as the conference lay 
leader, I continue to listen to God.  
While God continues to prepare 
me for this ministry, I daily seek 
guidance and direction from 
God.  I stand in this place in my 
ministry because God, not me, has 
positioned me here.  So if you want 
to be faithful, wholly turn yourself 
over to God.  Do not hold back for 
it is easy to take the wide path that 
leads to another place.  To produce 
abundant fruit you must realize 
Jesus has chosen you!
Allen Laferty, Crestline UMC,  
conference lay leader

When I was a teenager, I felt God 
call me to be in God’s service. I 
studied psychology in college to 
prepare myself to work with people 
that God might ask me to serve. 
For many years, I found opportuni-
ties in secular settings to work with 
people who were “the least, the 
last, the lost.”  Adults and children 
with mental illness and develop-
mental disabilities needed guid-
ance and love. I found myself able 
to love those people with the love 
that only God provides.  
	 In 1995, I recommitted my-
self to finding a place where God 
might specifically call me. Through 
exploration with my pastor, district 
superintendent and the General 
Board of Global Ministry, I learned 
of an opening at Rebecca Williams 
Community Center in Warren, Ohio.  
Even after living in the East Ohio 
Conference for 20 years, I was not 
familiar with this United Method-
ist ministry.  Within three weeks, I 
was asked to come to this center 
to direct programs for inner-city 
youth of Warren. God had been 
preparing me throughout my life 
with skills that would be important 
for this position: understanding of 
program possibilities, staff super-
vision, public speaking opportuni-
ties, strategic planning skills, and 
familiarity of The United Methodist 
Church.  God’s timing was just right 
in preparing me for God’s service 
at this time and place.

God’s timing is always right
	 I had lived in small towns and 
large suburban areas but was chal-
lenged by the lives of these youth in 
the economically struggling Mahon-
ing Valley. This presented opportu-
nities to use skills I had learned 
but, most of all, it was a challenge 
to my understanding of how God 
can provide what is needed at a 
given time.  As I faced situations 
that were new to me and encoun-
tered needs that I did not know 
how to meet, God was there – usu-
ally ahead of my awareness. 	
	 When Christmas approached 
and the needs of families to pro-
vide for their children became ap-
parent, the family of God known as 
United Methodists began to walk 
in the door with hats and mittens, 
toys, clothes and a variety of items 
that exactly matched the needs of 
our families. During the summer 
as the children enjoyed our activi-
ties, I, too, was enjoying the relaxed 
days of summer. Suddenly it was 
time to prepare for school enroll-
ment. United Methodist Women be-
gan to bring school supplies on the 
day before a mother came to my of-
fice asking for help in providing the 
supplies her children needed.  As 
I talked with her, I knew that God 
had been prepared for the things I 
had forgotten about.  God’s timing 
was just right.
	 It wasn’t only in material things 
that I realized God’s provision.  In 
facing challenges with the youth, 
the staff and community members, 
God gave me strength to address 
issues and solve problems in ways 
that were not of my own doing.  Re-
liance on God was a lesson that I 
needed to learn and God’s timing 
was just right in teaching me that 
lesson. This lesson continues with 
me as I find opportunities to be 
in God’s service in my retirement 
days.

Jean Forbes, lay member
Wooster UMC 
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Sometimes when people ask you “Why” 
you have done this or that there is no clear 
explanation.  My husband would say it is 
because I have a hard time saying no when 

asked to do something for the Church.  In the middle 
of the busyness I think I’m just crazy.  But when asked 
to ponder the “Why” of working as a lay person in 
the church I will say, it’s a God thing.  No real deep 
thought, just a walking through of open doors, which 
God himself has said. “Go through this one.”  Granted 
there have been a few that I have peeked into and said 
“You have got to be kidding,” but after the nudging of 
the Holy Spirit, I am glad I took the step.
	 I began ministry with youth 28 years ago, ( I am 
only 30 so I started very young).  I remember because 
I was six months pregnant with my fourth child and 
agreed to be a chaperone on a youth camping trip.  
This is the crazy part confirmed.  I loved the kids, the 
fun, their honesty; I was hooked.  From there it led 
into becoming involved with an equally crazy pastor, 
Rev. Paul Atkinson who shared with me ministering 
to youth and how the district worked along with the 
connection of the greater church.  District youth event 
involvements with Rev. Steve Sparling led to leading 
as a district coordinator which opened another door 
of serving as the senior high Coordinator for five years 
with Rev. Paul White and Rev. Ed Fashbaugh.  During 
this time a pastor asked the question “Are you being 
called into pulpit ministry?”  The question scared me.  
It took a lot of prayer and several years of asking the 
question of myself  to become secure in the answer.  
No, God has called me to be a strong lay person in his 
church.  And the place He has put me is in The United 
Methodist Church.    
	 I remember sitting in Hoover Auditorium at my 
last (I thought) Youth Annual Conference and praying, 
"God if this has to go, something has to take its place." 
Watch what you ask for. 
	 That evening as we walked the pier at Lakeside 
our District Superintendent Dick Smith approached 
me with a question.  Would I be willing to serve as the 
district lay leader of the then St. Clairsville District, 
but I would need to give up my position on CCYM.  
Sometimes God answers quickly.  And as it unfolded 
the past 10 years, I have also served on the Board 
of Ordained Ministry and been called back into youth 
ministry with my church.  
	 This past annual conference, I said goodbye to my 
term on the Board of Laity and the Board of Ordained 
Ministry.  I know God will be faithful as He calls me to 
the next thing.  The “Why” is still a little unclear most of 
the time.  I look forward to the day of sitting on my patio 
and drinking coffee and enjoying the sunrise ... but not 
just yet.  There are mission trips to do, and Bible studies 
to lead, and people to build eternal relationships with 
and ... you get the picture.  The love of our Lord calls 
us to be who we are.  I guess I’m just crazy for God and 
feel blessed that He allows me to enjoy serving him 
when He opens the door.  Thank God for the calling into 
the ministry of the laity.
Kathy Crock –  lay member,  Caldwell UMC, Southern Hills District
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The Bible and Methodist history are full of 
stories of people who answered the call. The 
Media Center has many of these stories. 

In the new DVD study Joshua: Be Strong 
and Courageous, author Todd Phillips uses 
American history to illuminate the story of 
Joshua in a way never before experienced. This 
four-part series will challenge everyone to be 
strong and courageous.  

A Heart Set Free is a DVD story of Charles 
Wesley who is often overshadowed by his 
more famous older brother John. These 
founding fathers of Methodism traveled the 
same path, yet their lives and talents were 
often remarkably separate. This feature-
length documentary follows Charles as a 
failed missionary to America, then back home, 
depressed and dejected until he encounters 
the mighty conversion in May 1738 that placed 
within him the desire to convert others with 
such intensity that, through his verse, we feel 
it today. 

In more recent times, seminary students tell 
their stories and offer a glimpse of the work 
done by United Methodist seminaries. The 
VHS tape Answering the Call explains the 
function of the Ministerial Education Fund and 
encourages churches to support the fund. 
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Is God Calling Me? by Jeff Iorg: writing to a student and 
young adult audience: "God is calling out a new generation of 
kingdom leaders who will accelerate the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission in this generation. My goal is to cut to the heart of 
the matter and give you tools to work through the call process." 

Call Waiting - God's Invitation to Youth, by Kay Shurden 
and Larry L. McSwain. What is "call"? What is the relationship 
between my talents and interests and God's call on my life? What 
is the relationship between career and calling? "Call Waiting" 
is designed to help older youth consider critical questions, 
understand the nature of call, explore personal giftedness, and 
identify ways to walk in faithfulness to a unique and unfolding 
calling.

The Christian as a Minister (Sixth Edition, 2006) by the 
General Board of Higher Education. This resource is a about the 
call to ministry and the avenue The United Methodist Church 
offers to embody that call. It is based on the concept of servant 
ministry and servant leadership.
Available at Cokesbury.

BOOKS

United METHODIST 
SEMINARIES in OHIO

There are 13 United Methodist seminaries 
forming, shaping, and training men and women 
for a variety of Christian ministries. These 
excellent schools provide the foundation for 
those who have responded to God’s call so that 
they might effectively live out their particular 
vocation.  Two seminaries are located in Ohio.  
They are:
Methodist Theological School in Ohio 
Delaware, Ohio 
http:// www.mtso.edu   (740) 363-1146

United Theological Seminary  
Trotwood, Ohio 
http: www.united.edu   (937) 529-2201

For a detailed listing of United Methodist Seminaries visit:  http://www.gbhem.org/site/c.lsKSL3POLvF/b.3474255/




