
 

1 

 Volume 23, Issue 1  East Ohio Conference Retirees Association Summer 2017 

 

 

MEMORIAL ROLL CALL  
(2016-2017 Conference Year) 

 

PASTORS 
 

 Michael E. Bloomfield James D. Fernihough Marshall H. Peterson 

 Merriel R. Burkhead Donald K. Gorrell Claude L. Roe 

 Orlando Chaffee Carl L. Gray Robert S. Wagner 

 Richard G. Cheney James Sun Nam Han Robert F. Williamson 

 Clyde Allen “Bud” Cox Robert E. Henthorn  Richard M. Wilson 

 Richard P. Doenges James A. Herbst William D. Wright 

 Alice M. Elmquist  
  

SPOUSES 
 

 Ruth E. Adams Florence C. Griesinger 

     (Widow of Donald Adams)     (Widow of Robert P. Griesinger) 

 Carrie Juanita (Neatty) Baker Mildred Hostetler 

     (Widow of Robert A. Baker)     (Widow of David Hostetler)  

 Bettie J. Barss Betty Jane Keck 

     (Widow of Donald Barss)     (Widow of Thomas R. Keck)  

 Raymand A. Bates, Jr. Mary F. Klink 

     (Husband of Norma Bates)     (Widow of James Klink ) 

 Barbara J. Beighley Ruth Wagner Krueck 

     (Wife of Carl G. Beighley)     (Widow of D. Wagner Krueck) 

 Donald Lee Bender Margaret D. McCowen  

     (Husband of Sonja Bender)     (Widow of Howell H. McCowen ) 

 Grace E. Boldt Diane K. Metzger  

     (Widow of David Boldt)     (Widow of Keith Metzger) 

 Roy Boone, Jr. Patricia C. Pursell 

     (Husband of Neriah Edwards-Boone)     (Widow of John W. Pursell) 

 Jacilyn M. Cardosy-Fisher Faye Shank 

     (Wife of Van D. Fisher)     (Wife of Donald R. Shank) 

 Barbara Ann Crooks Ruth Anne Smith 

     (Widow of Paul Crooks)     (Wife of Roger Lee Smith) 

 Alice L. Dumm Maxine W. Stillings 

     (Widow of Durlan K. Dumm)     (Widow of Phillip Stillings) 

 Frances E. Dyer Linda Van Meter 

     (Wife of James S. Dyer)     (Wife of James Van Meter) 

 F. Iona Fitch Valoise F. Willis 

     (Widow of Karl M. Fitch)     (Widow of Clyde E. Willis) 
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2017 Retirees (Spouses) and Year Admitted 
 

 Judith Wismar Claycomb (Michael) 1987 
 Paul A. Farren (Lynn) 1985 
 Roberta A. Fuller (Tom) 2007 
 Hester Hudson (Thomas) LP 
 Jane O. Jacques (Tom) 2004 
 Don W. Kraps 1988 
 Richard K. Kretchmar (Lorna) LP 
 William D. Lawson (Robin) 1982 
 Denise H. Marikis (Dennis) 1997 
 Michael J. McHale (Sue) 1982 
 Curtis A. Miller (Carol) LP 
 Raymond R. Miller (Sharon) 2001 
 Stephen A. Modranski (Lynne) 2002 
 Pamela S. Monteith (Randy) 1997 
 Roger Norton (Elsie) LP 
 Gary L. Pollock (Cheryl) 1995 
 Thomas L. Snodgrass (Kathleen) 2011 
 Christopher B. Statz (Anne) 1988 
 Janet E. Zimmerman 1997 

   The present editor will help orient the new editor.  
 

   Persons who are interested in serving as the editor 
should contact an EOCRA board member and/or the 
board president, John Wolfe, 8384 Nichols Rd., 
Windham, OH 44288, johnwolfe49@yahoo.com, 
(330)-527-7179.  
 

   The retirees association board of directors will 
make the final decision about the next editor. 

 

Editor Wanted for The Old Apple Tree 
Starting January 2018 

 

 

THE WAITING 
By Dawn A. Kent 

 
Long have I been waiting, Lord 
It seems an eternity 
I lie here between two worlds 
Awaiting Destiny. 
 

An ascent not of my power 
Guides me slow in floaty step 
Far beyond the sun and moon 
An appointment will be kept. 
 

But dear voices call me back 
Singing sweet as Sirens-on-the-Sea* 
And for a time I linger here 
Entrapped in memory. 
 

When like a heavenly Consciousness 
Dancing the edge of thought 
That tangles up my tired mind 
Then moves me as I ought. 
 

Continuing the darkened way 
I am hefted high with care 
And wielded toward a filmy slit 
Dividing here and There. 
 

I cannot think how I came to be 
Yet, suddenly I knew 
It was not I who waited, Lord 
The waiting one was you. 

1985    
* “Sirens-on-the-Sea,” in Greek mythology, Sirens 
were women with beautiful voices which lured sailors 
to their watery graves. 

 

10 Commandments, Jesus’ teachings path to health 
(excerpt from Joyful Noiseletter, Vol. 32 #5. Used with permission.) 

 

   In her book, The Ten Guiding Lights to Health and Wholeness, Etta Dale Hornsteiner offers “prescriptions 
for a healthy lifestyle … in ten chapters (based on the Ten Commandments):  (1) Avoid addictions; (2) Do 
not idolize your body; (3) Do not devalue God’s name; (4) Live a balanced life; (5) Cultivate your roots and 
you will grow; (6) Do not obstruct the flow of life; (7) Don’t go after less and expect more; (8) Don’t fake 
living; (9) Don’t mistreat anyone; (10) Don’t compare ourself with others.  
 

   “God’s first commandment – ‘You must not have any other God but Me’ – helps us to break our addictions, 
‘whether the addiction is to food, drugs, sex, or work,’ Hornsteiner writes.  ‘God’s first commandment guards 
against narcissism – a false god we set up within ourselves.’ 
 

   “Hornsteiner’s book is full of wisdom and practical tips for a healthy lifestyle for both believers and 
unbelievers.  It deserves to be in every church library.” 

mailto:johnwolfe49@yahoo.com


 

3 

Caldwell, NJ, and a second quick 
trip at the end of August to see 
cousins at our family's spot on 
Lake Winnipesaukee. Hope all is 
well with you and that you are 
having a good summer.  Thanks 
for keeping us in touch with each 
other!” 

   Mary Lu Warstler writes: So 
far the summer has been great – 
no medical emergencies, only rou-
tine doctor visits, no maintenance 
problems, sunshine and rain, sun-
rise and sunset. God is good and 
we try to be. Rodney was back on 
Thrift Shop duty for a day. Mary 
Lu spent a weekend with her two 
sisters in West Virginia. We wel-
comed a new great-granddaughter 
in May. On August 26, Rodney 
and Mary Lu will be celebrating 
their 60th wedding anniversary in 
Williamsburg Lounge at Copeland 
Oaks with an open house recep-
tion. (The actual anniversary date 
is September 6.) 
 

   Jean Smith had a delightful 
house full of guests for ten days. 
Daughter Karen Currey returned 
home from a vacation trip back to 
Kansas bringing Jean’s youngest 
granddaughter, Cindy, and her 
husband, Sam Garcia, along with 
her. They were accompanied by 
the rest of the Garcia family: 
Tommy, Jean’s 15-year-old great
-grandson and Clara, his 11-week-
old little sister. Needless to say, 
there is a lot of activity there! 

Copeland Oaks Cluster 
by Sandy & John McLachlan 

We tell each other our hobbies, new ventures, and various ways of serving Christ within  
and beyond “appointment” ministries.  We may be retired, but we are still alive in Christ  

and active in the church and in the world.  We also ask for prayer in the challenges of elder years. 

   Clarke and Pat Hogue helped 
Clarke’s 94-year-old mother cele-
brate her birthday with a low-key 
card shower, as well as getting her 
and her mobile oxygen bottle out 
to a restaurant on July 16. She al-
so enjoyed several people stop-
ping in to see her on that week-
end. Then a week later, they host-
ed Clarke's cousins from Ohio at 
their farm to commemorate the 
60th summer that Hogues have 
owned the 83 acres and “century 
plus” farmhouse near Wakeman. 
The other summer excitement has 
been Vacation Bible School op-
portunities--Clarke was “crew 
leader” for the two churches in 
which they are involved, and Pat 
did registration for the larger one. 
The Henrietta congregation she 
joined is having substitute pastors 
preach – all retired clergy: Ray 
Ake on July 2, Evelyn Bonnell 
for July 9, 16, and 23, and Bill 
McFadden and Deborah Gor-
man will team up to cover  from 
the end of July until June 2018. 
  

   Barb Stephens-Rich was look-
ing forward to a visit from her 
daughter, who was flying in from 
her home in Phoenix for a 10-day 
visit to Ohio, making Barbara a 
very happy Mama! Barbara wrote, 
“We look forward to spending 
time together at Lakeside, along 
with my son and daughter-in-law. 
I have some modest travel plans 
for the rest of the summer: a quick 
trip to New Jersey in early August 
to preach at my home church in 

Lakeside/Otterbein/ 
Firelands Cluster 
by Clarke & Pat Hogue 

 

Canal/Akron Cluster 
by Martha Baillis 

   Phil Raynes r epor ted at our  
May meeting that he had made 
two week-long trips to Hampton, 
TN (Near Elizabethton). The pur-
pose was to replace the side-sill 
(30' beam!) on a passenger car on 
the railroad at a camp. The 3' 
gauge railroad is used for various 
camp activities. After replacing 
the beam and other parts of the 
car, Phil repainted the beam and re
-lettered it for the ET&WNC Rail-
road. It seems he likes his toys big
–too big to go under the Christmas 
tree. 
 

   Lea Mahan repor ted she was 
traveling to Florida for her oldest 
grandchild's high school gradua-
tion. 
 

   The big summer event for Stan 
and Carol Wallace was their 50th 
wedding anniversary celebration 
on Waikiki Beach in Honolulu, 
HI. They took their whole family, 
including son Scott and wife, 
Michaela, 9-year-old twins Jack-
son and Sarah, daughter  Beth 
and husband, Todd, and their 
daughter, Chloe. 
 

   As this is being written, Martha 

Baillis is packing for  a two week 

trip to Norway where she will 

 

   “The number of Americans dy-
ing from eating too much and ex-
ercising too little is approaching 
the number killed by tobacco an-
nually.  We’re too fat, we’re too 
sedentary, and we smoke too 

much.”         Tommy Thompson 
former Human Services Secretary 

from Joyful Noiseletter Vol. 32 #5 
Used with permission. 
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   The Three Rivers retirees met in 
May at the district parsonage 
home of Brad and Sue Call. The 
Calls generously provided the de-
licious lunch for our wonderful 
fellowship that day. Sue is from a 
family of 17 children, so fixing for 
a group comes naturally for her! 
Attending were John and Helen 
Capper, Russell and Helen 
Metcalfe, Bob and Gail Alexan-
der, Jim and Bonnie Magaw, 
Dick and Alice Hoover, Paul 
and Delores Gerycz, Jack and 
Maureen Scott, Charlie and Al-
ice Bark, and Martha Stuller. 
Bill McCartney and Gary and 
Joy Campbell were not able to 
come. Brad Call updated the 
group on some changes and ap-
pointments in the district. 
 

   Paul and Delores Gerycz re-
cently attended the graduation of 
their granddaughter from Indiana 
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cruise the coast and sightsee with 

her friend Lea Jones (college 

friend and East Ohio PK) as the 

freighter makes stops to deliver its 

goods, deliver passengers, and 

give Martha and Lea a chance to 

visit the coastal villages. 

Wesleyan who will serve as the 
youth pastor at a Wesleyan church 
and will have two years of semi-
nary. Her fiancé is the associate 
pastor at the same church. 
 

   The July gathering was at The 
Barn, south of Mt. Vernon with a 
catered lunch. Those attending re-
ported the following: 
 

   Paul and Delores Gerycz: Paul 
has now retired again in June for 
the 3rd or 4th time and will stay re-
tired for at least a month when he 
begins serving as visitation minis-
ter two days a week for the Fohl 
UMC in Navarre.  
 

   John and Helen Capper en-
joyed their whole family during 
annual conference at Lakeside. 
This has become a family tradition 
to which they all look forward 
every year.  
 

   Tom Orr attended but did not 
bring Donna as she was not feel-
ing well following her routine in-
fusion at Cleveland Clinic.   
 

   Jack and Carol Dearth are 
back from their winter in Florida 
and were able to join the group 
this time. They were in Minneap-
olis recently for a grandson’s wed-
ding and also spent an enjoyable 
few days in Pennsylvania with lots 
of family at the 95th birthday cele-
bration of Carol’s uncle.  
 

   Jim and Bonnie Magaw came 
following Bonnie’s last rehab 
therapy that morning. She is re-
covering from a bleeding ulcer 
and her stroke a couple of years 
ago and is gaining strength.  
 

   Dick Hoover is recover ing 
nicely from his knee replacement 
a few weeks ago. Alice has been 
busy with their acre of lovely gar-
den in Roscoe Village trying to 
keep up with the maintenance of 
the many perennials and annuals. 
Dick sure misses not being able to 
do the work.   
 

   Jack and Maureen Scott are 
still helping transport foreign stu-

Three Rivers Cluster 
by Martha Stuller 

dents at Kenyon when needed. 
Jack said to be careful what you 
say “no” to. They have been richly 
blessed by their willingness to be 
involved throughout the years 
with these students.  
 

   Also attending were Russell and 
Helen Metcalfe and Martha 
Stuller. Regrets were from Bill 
McCartney, who was on a train 
trip through the west, Gary and 
Joy Campbell, who had a family 
obligation, and Bob and Gail Al-
exander who were involved with 
Bible school at the church. 
 

   Fall plans include meeting at 
Roscoe Village and visiting Dick 
Hoover’s Toy Museum there. 
What a collection he has of toys, 
puzzles, and more – everything 
you ever remember from your 
childhood plus toys only the 
wealthy could provide for their 
children. 

Tuscarawas Cluster 
by Melvin & Louise Lindberg 

   From Les Peine: “I am the pas-
tor of Epworth UMC in Massillon, 
and this year is their 175th anni-
versary. On July 16, we held a tent 
meeting with John Wesley (Paul 

 

mailto:afisher1023@att.net
mailto:lois@eocumc.com
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days (two nights) and greet folks 
they haven't seen in ages. Mel’s 
walking isn't the best, so thanks to 
John and Peggy Mather for  al-
lowing them to park their car at 
the Mather’s cottage – a block 
from Hoover. Louise and Mel 
flew out to St. Louis to be with 
thier son Drew and family as their 
older daughter starred as an 
“angel” in the school production 
of “Soda Shop Angel” a great pro-
duction for Jr. High kids. The 
Lindbergs plan some other trips, 
too, as health allows. 
 

   We were sad to hear that Mar-
shall Peterson died on June 13. 
Marshall and Patricia were regu-
lars for many years in our Canton 
District and later Tuscarawas Dis-
trict fellowship. Their home was 
near Wilmot. For several sum-
mers, we met for four months at 
the Wilmot Amish Door to be 
closer to them. We loved them a 
lot and missed them when they 
sold Marshall's tools and shop and 
their home and moved to Walnut 
Hills. Our prayers and love con-
tinue with you, Pat. 
 

   A number of our retirees have 
had some new or recurring ail-
ments, as sometimes is common 
among  us “senior citizens.” 
 

   No summer breakfast meetings 
are planned by this cluster, but 
sometime in August a few inter-
ested retirees will get together to 
plan some outings this fall. 

worth UMC Massillon.” 
 

   Otis and Dessie Essex are get-
ting around with the help of their 
three daughters, in laws and 
grandchildren, all living nearby in 
North Canton. They get to Deuber 
UMC when they can. 
 

   Mel and Louise Lindberg went 
to annual conference this year–
missed three years for surgeries, 
etc. Felt good to be there three 

White). I por trayed Judge Wil-
liam Henry who established the 
community of Brookfield, which 
later became West Brookfield, and 
then was merged with Massillon. 
We are having Gary George  on 
September 10, and the actual anni-
versary is December 24 (1842). 
We are now at Copeland Oaks but 
retired?  Not entirely. I am still the 
Minister of Visitation at Church of 
the Lakes and the pastor of Ep-

 

Judge William Henry (portrayed by Les Peine, retiree serving Ep-
worth) the founder of Brookfield, OH, and Rev John Wesley 
(portrayed by Paul White) at Epworth United Methodist Church cele-
brating their 175th Anniversary.  

Wesleyan Village Senior 
Living/Elyria, 

Canal/Wooster,  
Mahoning Valley,  

Mid-Ohio, 
North Coast, 

Southern Hills/ 
Caldwell, and 

Western Reserve Clusters 

   No news from these groups.   
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