East Ohio Conference Retirees Association
Spring/Summer 2018
With this edition of The Old
Apple Tree I wish to thank
Anne Fisher for her five years
of service as the editor and
her willingness to supply me
with many older files that are
very helpful as I begin my
time as editor. It is only after
several requests and much
prayer that I have accepted
this position. I look forward
to helping our East Ohio
Conference Retirees Association continue to maintain
fellowship among retirees
with this newsletter. I will
only be able to do this with
your assistance. I would ask
that you please send me any
materials you feel might be
newsworthy to share with
others. Materials can be sent
to
Rev. Paul White
3815 Ashwood Street NW
Canton, OH 44708-1603
or paulw2800@gmail.com.
Speaking of materials, there is
a need for correspondents
from the Wesleyan Senior
Living/Elyria, North Coast,
Ohio Valley, and Southern
Hills areas of the conference.
As a correspondent you
would gather materials from
colleagues in your area to
submit for each edition of
TOAT. If you wish to be a

correspondent from one of
those areas please contact me
and I will assist in providing
contact
information
for
retirees in your area.
I will always be open to
suggestions for content and
format. I thank you for the
privilege of serving in this
position.
Paul White

The Retirees’ Annual Banquet
will be held at Lakeside on
Sunday evening, June 10, at
5:00 p.m. in Wesley Lodge.
At this banquet we will
welcome the following new
retirees of the Class of 2018:
David Baker
Bruce Batchelor-Glader
Dan Bilkert
Mary Blank
Ricky Burkhardt
Patricia Christ
Stanley Dunk
Dana Flemming

Pamela Gable
Debra Gibbons
Karen Gibson
Chester Harris
Jon Heavilin
Laura Hottle
Larry Hukill
James Humphrey
Monica Huntsman
Martha Mathatas
Linda McCowen
Beth McGuire
Douglas Meek
Sturman Moore
James Nolte
Warren Outhwaite
Michael Padula
Charles Peal
Donald Perks
James Roberson
Gregory Sellers
J. Roger Skelley-Watts
Janet Stengel
Dale Thomas
Charles Tobias
Donald Upson
Karen Upson
Dale Warrick
Scott Williams
Scott Wilson
Reservations for the banquet
are due by May 15.
Reservations may be made by
visiting http://www.eocumc.
com/eoac18/specialevents_sc
hedule.html. We hope all
retirees
will
join
in
welcoming this new class.
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We tell each other our hobbies, new ventures, and various ways of serving Christ within and beyond
“appointment” ministries. We may be retired, but we are still alive in Christ and active in the church and
in the world. We also ask for prayer in the challenges of elder years.

Lakeside/Otterbein/
Firelands Cluster
By Clarke & Pat Hogue

Clarke Hogue's almost 95
year old mother has improved
so much that she has been
without hospice help for 6
months. He was able to take
her to her Baptist Church on
Easter while Pat attended 3
services at two United
Methodist Churches that
morning.
Gary Olin reports that his
and Sally’s only contribution
to this issue would be to add
to the “organ recitals” that
often appear in the Old Apple
Tree as we have spent the last
few
months
with
me
recovering from total knee
replacement.

Mahoning Valley
Cluster
By Ken Kubichek

Mahoning Valley retirees met
on
December
20
for

breakfast. We shared on the
question: "What was your
most
meaningful
(or
interesting)
Christmas
experience that you have
had?"
Many
wonderful
memories were shared. Tom
& Jean McFarren told about
a child of theirs who was born
on December 21 and on
December 25 they came home
from the hospital and took a
photo of their new-born under
their tree. What a Christmas
present! Karl & Donna
Bucey had a son whose
wedding and reception was
held on Christmas Eve – as if
Christmas Eve wasn't already
busy
enough
for
a
pastor! Chuck Ready shared
about a time when he was not
a part of a church, but was
asked to participate in a
Christmas program put on by
the youth. It was through that
participation that he became a
Christian. Several shared
funny
incidents
that
happened, like a bulletin
catching on fire during a
candlelight service. A total of
ten persons attended our
gathering.

At the January 2018 gathering
of Mahoning Valley retirees,
Karl Bucey shared from the
book The Simple Faith of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt by
C. Wicker. It was interesting
to note that Hitler came to
power two weeks before
FDR.
At our February
gathering, Chuck Ready
shared
about
Lenten
traditions. At our March
gathering, Ken Kubichek led
a discussion of the topic
"When is it time to move to a
retirement community?"
Chuck & Joanie Ready
writes they spent New Year's
Eve at a wonderful Gospel
Quartet-Singing program, but
the rest of January doctoring
for the flu. They enjoyed the
Mahoning Valley District
parsonage fellowship with our
new DS and many others at a
wonderful
dinner
for
Valentine's Day. We got to
Springfield, OH on March 3
for granddaughter Clara's
Irish Dance Club's annual
fund raiser/show. We enjoyed
our
grandson's
Hudson
Straney appearing as a lead in
his high school's presentation
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of The Beauty & the Beast,
directed by Don & Miriam
Bable's grandson, Eric. We
watch one of our 4 greatgrandchildren once a week
and are looking forward to the
arrival of a new greatgranddaughter
in
June.
Chuck
still
leads
the
Mahoning Valley district
retirees breakfast once a
month and invites all retirees
and spouses to join in the
fellowship at
Denny's
Restaurant on Mahoning Ave.
in Austintown. We look
forward to having Betsy
Stewart, our Conference
Pension/Health
Insurance
Administrator, at either our
April or May breakfast.

Mid-Ohio Cluster
By Joe Platt

According to Gloria and
Terry Loughman, they have
been busy helping with the
ministry of the Ontario UMC
in spite of the COLD, COLD
weather.
Besides helping
with visitation, Gloria is also
serving as chaplain at Avita
Hospital along with two
others from the Ontario
Church. She and Terry also
serve on various committees
and attend Bible study. Their
oldest grandson plays soccer
and basketball. They both
enjoy watching the games.
Their other grandson is 2
years old and according to
Gloria he is a joy to spend

time with. She says it is such
a joy to spend time with
children and grandchildren.
Jim VanMeter has had a
busy winter. He began to
serve the Mt. Zion UMC as an
Interim Pastor in November
of last year. Then in January
and February of this year he
escaped to sunny Florida. In
March he returned to Mt.
Zion where he will be until
July 1 of this year. In the
meantime he suddenly sold
his house in Marion and has
moved in with his daughter
Susan. According to Jim he
just shakes his head and says
“God continues to work in
mysterious ways.”
Carl and Jeannie Beighley
are still married and will
celebrate their 10 month
anniversary on May 18 at the
Manor House at Wedgewood
Estates. Jeannie celebrated
her 73rd birthday on March 27
with a group of ministers at
her party.
Phyllis Brown travels and
spent 2 weeks in Winter
Haven, Florida, with relatives.
She drove down and back and
had a very enjoyable time.
Joe and Mary Platt are
hurrying to clean out their
garage so the Mt. Zion
Church can use it for their
annual garage sale which
takes place the first Friday
and Saturday in May. Their
house has been used for the

past few years for the sale
since it is located on a main
highway in Bucyrus. They
have also been power
washing both the front porch
and the back patio area in
preparation
for
warmer
weather which, according to
rumor, will arrive one of these
days.

“I forget. Do we do things for
YOU on Mother’s Day, or are
you s’posed to do things for
US?”
from JoyfulNoiseletter.com
©Bill & Jeff Keane
Reprinted with permission

Tuscarawas Cluster
By Mel Lindberg

The Tuscarawas Cluster has
not met for the past year, due
to declining attendance. We
have talked about having a
meeting this spring, but
noting is set. Hopefully some
of our group will be at the
Retirees’
Banquet
at
Lakeside.
Mel & Louise Lindberg are
reporting on happenings
among retirees that have
passed information to us. Mel
spoke with Dessie Essex on
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April 15 (surviving spouse of
Otis Essex). She has moved
from their home in North
Canton, to Sanctuary Grand,
850
Applegrove,
NW,
Apartment
219,
North
Canton, OH 44720. One of
her daughters and husband in
North Canton are planning to
add an apartment to their
home and she hopes to move
there later this summer.

spouse of Rev. Charles
Ulmer, Laura R. Huffman,
surviving spouse of Rev.
Aubrey Huffman, James H.
Scott, Ronald L. Bryant, G.
Marlene Peterson, Carolyn
Clemence, surviving spouse,
and Marilyn Goetz French,
spouse of W. Maynard
French.

Earl and Judy Bailey have
moved from Canton to be
near family, to 1398 Midway
St.
NW,
Uniontown,
OH 44685. He writes that
“we are ceasing WORD FOR
THE
WORLD,
EARL
BAILEY MINISTRIES, INC.
as of June 30, 2018. Our new
Email: drearl76@gmail.com;
jbjudyb@gmail.com”

Copeland Oaks Cluster

Mary Anderson has been
traveling to family around the
country, and has been very
busy and enjoying travels, etc.
Mel & Louise Lindberg plan
on a trip to Columbia, MD, to
share in the celebration of
their
oldest
grandsons,
Matthew
and
Joshua,
receiving their Eagle Scout
awards. The grandsons will
be
19
in
July.
Many from our group have
died in the last several
months, and they are deeply
missed: Budd L. Sprague,
Howard E. Fox, Otis Essex,
Jr., Lois Ulmer, surviving

By Sandy & John McLachlan

From George and Jinny
Schreckengost:
We have
moved three times this year,
first from our villa into an
apartment on the 4th floor.
The “powers that be” decided
to make the 4th floor into
Assisted Living for the early
memory impaired. So we
moved to the 3rd floor.
George had some pneumonia
and was in Crandall Medical
Center for a few weeks. It
was then that we moved to
Assisted Living on the 1st
floor, but George was soon
discharged and joined Jinny.
On a lighter note, a family
gathering at Copeland Oaks
included
our
youngest
grandson, just a year old, who
had a delightful time playing
with Grandpa.
From Rodney and Mary Lu
Warstler:
It has been a
wonderful year, so far. All of

our children and most of our
grandchildren and greatgrandchildren gathered in
February for my (Mary Lu)
80th birthday.
They came
from Columbus and Akron,
Ohio as well as North
Carolina
and
Mississippi. Rodney is doing
well keeping check on his
blood thinner and sugar count.
It is time for him to begin
thinking about flowers to
plant. (My thumbs are only
green when I’m painting!)
We will be traveling to West
Virginia the first weekend in
May
for
my
Aunt’s
th
100 Birthday. Unfortunately,
it is the same weekend as our
great-granddaughter’s
first
birthday. Oh, the decisions
we have to make for family
events! Just a few thoughts
when
we
feel
like
complaining:
Long lasts the winter snow;
Short the springtime breeze;
Summer speedily will go;
Fall gales swirl bright leaves
Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall
God is the Author of them all.
Liz Spiker is enjoying her
new great-grandson, Hudson
Michael, born to Brittany, her
son George’s daughter. She
writes “I have no problem
being a great-grandma, but it
blows my mind that my baby
son (now age 45) is a
grandpa!”
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“Job, readers will love it
where God asks you who laid
the Earth’s foundation, who
made the ocean depths, the
starry skies, and the awesome creatures of the Earth
and sea. But I’m going to
leave out the part where He
asks you who made little
green apples.”
From JoyfulNoiseletter.com
©Ed Sullivan
Reprinted with permission

Three Rivers Cluster
By Martha Stuller

We have a wonderful group
of retirees and spouses that
enjoy getting together the 2nd
Thursday of the month. We
select various restaurants for
our lunches, but in May we
are again invited to Rev. Dr.
Brad and Mrs. Sue Call’s
home. They will graciously
provide the meal.
Their
hospitality
is
greatly
appreciated! We will not be

meeting in June because of
Lakeside and plan to have a
picnic at The Barn, south of
Mt Vernon in July or August.
Our regular attendees are:
Bob and Gail Alexander serving at Danville and
retiring (again) in June;
Charlie and Alice Bark; Dr.
Brad and Sue Call - Sue
joins us many times; Gary
and Joy Campbell - Gary has
recovered from recent knee
surgery; John and Helen
Capper - Helen has had
shoulder surgery and back to
normal again; Jack and
Carol Dearth - when they
move back from Florida for
the summer; Paul and
Dolores Gerycz - Paul is
filling in at Fohl UMC until
June; Dick and Alice Hoover
- Alice portrays many women
in history, most recently Mrs.
Ruth Sheldon, a circuit rider’s
wife at the UM Historical
Society meeting at Canal
Lewisville; Jim and Bonnie
Magaw; Bill McCartney who also attends the MidOhio retirees group; Russell
and Helen Metcalfe; Bill
and Ginny Norman - who
live in New Mexico and
attend when back in Ohio;
Tom and Donna Orr - Tom
recently officiated at the
funeral of his sister’s husband
in Erie, PA.; Jack and
Maureen Scott; Martha
Stuller; and Richard and
Ruth Ann Wilson when they
are back from Florida.

Memorial
Service

A Memorial Service for Rev.
Jerry Paull will be held at
Park Ave U.M.C. in Amherst
on Saturday, May 19 at 2:00
p.m.
This service was to
have been last July, but
Donna Paull was not able to
attend at that time.

Compiled by reporters
from the East Ohio
Conference Retirees
Association
Printed and mailed by the
Communications Department
of the East Ohio Conference of
The UM Church
Bishop Tracy S. Malone
Please send address changes to:
Communications Office
East Ohio Conference UMC
8800 Cleveland Ave. NW
North Canton, OH 44720
800-831-3972
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Prayer

Please keep Rev. John
Wolfe, President of our
Retirees’ Association in your
prayers. John suffered a heart
attack and had surgery in late
April.
DID YOU KNOW??
Did you know there are
approximately 577 retirees
(elders, associate members,
local
pastors,
deacons,
provisional members) and 199
surviving
spouses
who
receive The Old Apple Tree.
This is much expense for
paper and postage. We are
pleased to be able to continue
to provide this newsletter
mailing due to the generosity
of your donations. If at any
time you wish to make a
donation to cover the cost of
TOAT you can do so by
sending a check made payable
to The Old Apple Tree to
Rev. Paul White, 3815
Ashwood Street NW, Canton,
OH 44708. If you would like
to receive TOAT electronically by email rather than
snail mail please send an
email
stating
such
to
paulw2800@gmail.com.

Beethoven's
'Ode to Joy'
Ludwig Beethoven's "Ode to
Joy" was composed in 1824
in the final movement to his
last symphony, Symphony
No. 9. Various lyrics have
since been written for the
music, including a Catholic
Easter hymn that begins:
"Sing with all the saints in
glory,
"Sing the Resurrection
song."
The following are excerpts
from an English translation of
the original German lyrics:
Joy!
Joy!
Joy, bright of divinity,
Daughter of Elysium,
Fire-inspired we tread
Within thy sanctuary.
Thy magic power reunites
All that custom has
divided,
All men become
brothers
Under the sway of thy
gentle wings.
Whoever has created
an abiding
friendship
Or has won
A true and loving wife,
All who can call at
least one soul
theirs
Join our song of
praise...
Brothers, above the
starry canopy

There must dwell a
loving Father.
Do you fall in
worship, you
millions?
World, do you know
your Creator?
Seek Him in the
Heavens;
Above the stars must
He dwell.
From The Joyful
Noiseletter; Vol. 33 No. 3.
Reprinted with Permission.

"No, these are not
Fake News."
from JoyfulNoiseletter.com
©Harley L. Schwadron
Reprinted with permission
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The 2018 Annual Conference will open with the
Service of Commemoration and Holy
Communion on June 11, at 10:00 a.m. in Hoover
Auditorium. Those who have passed to the life
eternal from May 1, 2017 – May 1, 2018 will be
commemorated:
Sophie Albrecht, Surviving Spouse
William G. Alvey, Retired Elder
George E. Bailey, Retired Elder
Ruth Blank, Surviving Spouse
Michael E. Bloomfield, Local Pastor
Dona Bradley, Retired Local Pastor
Linda Bragg, Spouse
Ronald L. Bryant, Retired Elder
Latosha L. Campbell, Spouse
Jacilyn M. Cardosy-Fisher, Spouse
Joan Bolyard Carl, Surviving Spouse
Daniel M. Cico, Spouse
Carolyn Clemence, Surviving Spouse
John A Clouston, Retired Assoc. Memb.
Vernice May Densmore, Surviving Spouse
Richard P Doegnes, Retired Local Pastor
Otis D. Essex, Jr., Retired Elder
Donald W. Fairchild, Retired Local Pastor
James D. Fernihough, Retired Local Pastor
Howard E. Fox, Retired Elder
Marilyn Goetz French, Spouse
Carl L. Gray, Retired Elder
Leslie M. Hamilton, Spouse
Sonia M. Hardman, Spouse
Robert E. Henthorn, Retired Elder

Winifred Hickson, Surviving Spouse
Lyle P. Hinkle, Retired Elder
Franklin D. Hudson, Retired Local Pastor
Julian B. Huffman, Retired Local Pastor
Laura R. Huffman, Surviving Spouse
Betty Jane Immelt, Surviving Spouse
Martha Jennings, Surviving Spouse
Wesley Johnson, Spouse
Ruth Krueck, Surviving Spouse
Augusta A. Lange, Retired Local Pastor
Roseann Martin, Retired Local Pastor
Ruth K. McElroy, Surviving Spouse
Amanda Adelee McMillen, Surviving Spouse
Norma Eileen Norris, Surviving Spouse
Marshall H. Peterson, Retired Elder
G. Marlene Peterson, Retired Elder
Barbara Powell, Surviving Spouse
Donald C. Prather, Supply Pastor
Patricia C. Pursell, Surviving Spouse
Mary Louise Rogers, Retired Local Pastor
James H. Scott, Retired Elder
Mary Ann Seith, Spouse
Faye Shank, Spouse
Ruth Anne Smith, Spouse
Joseph E. Sopher, Retired Assoc. Memb.
Don L. Sprague, Retired Elder
Alva W. Taylor, Retired Elder
Lois I. Ulmer, Surviving Spouse
David J. West, Associate Member
Robert F. Williamson, Retired Assoc. Memb.
Richard M. Wilson, Retired Local Pastor

7

Hospital regulations require a wheel chair for patients being discharged. However, a student nurse found
one elderly gentleman already dressed and sitting on the bed with a suitcase at his feet, and he insisted
he didn’t need her help to leave the hospital. After a chat about rules being rules, he reluctantly let the
student nurse wheel him to the elevator. On the way down, she asked him if his wife was meeting him.
“I don’t know,” he said. “She’s still upstairs in the bathroom changing out of her hospital gown.”
-via George Goldtrap, Ormond-by-the-Sea, FL
From Joyful Noiseletter, Vol 32 #3
Reprinted with permission.

The deadline for submitting materials to be included
in the 2018 Fall Issue of TOAT is September 1.
Submit materials to paulw2800@gmail.com.
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