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East Ohio Conference Retirees Association 

Spring/Summer 2019 

 

 

A New Message from Betsy Stewart 

Benefits Manager for the East Ohio Conference 

 

Greetings! The first quarter of the year is behind us just as much as the winter is now a memory. And 

now its spring; I know because the daffodils are smiling with the warmth of the days.  

 

The last time I wrote I stated concern regarding the conference’s retiree health care liability. As of 

January1, 2017 that liability was stated at $54 million - not a good number! The bigger issue is that the 

denomination is requiring that conferences fund their retiree health care liability. Presently, the 

Benefits Office is in the process of working with an actuary firm to determine an updated liability. 

What will that figure will look like? Not a clue…my crystal ball remains foggy.  

 

I do have some news to share; the Board of Benefits met in March and approved changes that affect 

our Post 65 retirees and their group retiree health care plan for 2020.  Currently, most Post 65 retirees 

pay the minimum premium-share amount of $76.80 per month, which is 30% of the conference Post 65 

base rate of $256.  For 2020, the minimum premium-share will move to $90 per month, which 30% of 

a Post 65 base rate of $300 per month. This is increase of about 15% for participants, which is the 

amount that we decreased the Post 65 retiree premiums in 2015 when we moved the group to United 

Health Care (UHC).   

 

Also, for 2020, the UHC plan design will change.  Presently, UHC plan design for medical coverage 

has a $200 deductible and $500 co-insurance ($700 total out-of-pocket for medical).  For 2020, the 

$200 deductible will remain same, but the co-insurance will increase to $1,300 ($1,500 total out-of-

pocket for medical).  The Post 65 retiree health plan design had not changed since 2002.  The two 

changes; premiums and the plan design combined were made as the Board continues to study the 

sustainability of retiree health care.        

 

Later in May, I will be sending letters our retired plan participants with more details of the UHC plan 

design changes.  If you have questions or concerns, please call me at 1-800-831-3972 ext. 103 or send 

an email to betsy@eocumc.com.  

 

Blessings to you and yours – take care!  

 

 

 

mailto:betsy@eocumc.com
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We tell each other our hobbies, new ventures, and various ways of serving Christ within and beyond 

“appointment” ministries.  We may be retired, but we are still alive in Christ and active in the church 

and in the world.  We also ask for prayer in the challenges of elder years. 

 

 

 

 

Mahoning Valley 

Cluster 
By Ken Kubichek 

 

 

Attending our February 

break-fast were Karl & 

Donna Bucey, Ken 

Kubichek, Tom & Jean 

McFarren, and Chuck & 

Joanie Ready, accompanied 

by their daughter Cindy, who 

was on her way to a doctor 

appointment later.    The 

recent deaths of Jack Yeager, 

Barry Wolfe, and Millard 

Mead were noted.   We 

discussed the special General 

Conference which voted in 

the traditional plan (just the 

day before we met) and look 

forward to meeting with our 

bishop and General Con-

ference delegation in March 

when they will report what 

happened and how we might 

proceed in the future.   
 

Chuck & Joanie Ready were 

in Texas for a week in 

January to celebrate grand-

daughter, Taylor Brown's 

graduation from Nursing 

School.  Taylor was recruited 

and hired by Vanderbilt 

Children's Hospital in Nash-

ville, TN.  The Readys also 

went to Florida for two 

weeks, doing more visiting of 

family and friends.   Grand-

son, Cameron Reynolds, 

graduated from U.S. Air 

Force basic training in Texas 

and is now in further training 

in San Antonio for "security" 

forces in the Air Force.   

 
 

 

Canal Cluster 
By Martha Baillis 

 

 

Paul Beal had our January 

devotions which led to a 

discussion of "Do you re-

member when:  (Annual Con-

ference ended on Sunday with 

reading of appointments and 

tears), Conference sponsored 

programs in the local 

churches (How to grow your 

church - this year's version),  

and what various bishops did 

or said (remember Bishop 

Boulton climbed a ladder in 

the park at Lakeside to slam 

dunk the basketball during the 

CCYM mission project fund 

raiser on Wednesday evening 

when the cabinet and CCYM 

played ball)? Oh, yes the 

good old days when you 

brought your own chair pads 

because none of the seats had 

padding and there was no 

knee space between rows. 

 

Stan & Carol Wallace 
reported their son-in-law, 

whose cancer was so bad in 

December, is now able to go 

back to work so things are 

looking up. 

 

Phil Raynes reported Allyson 

Raynes was in for tests. 

 

Jack Yeager was preparing 

to go into the hospital in early 

February and we were 

shocked and saddened to 

learn at our next meeting that 

he had just died of comp-

lications. Leonard Budd 

announced that he and his 

wife hoped to be moving to 

their new home at Wesleyan 

Meadows from their home in 

Stow in the not too distant 

future so we would be without 

our two fearless leaders.  Ben 

Black is now our new group 

leader and Jim Ellison 

volunteered to take on 

sending out the email notices 
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that Jack had done so well in 

the past.  

 

Paul & Linda Beal are 

traveling to Milwaukee, WI 

April 10 - 15 to visit Linda's 

son Jeff and his wife Ann and 

family.  Granddaughter, Arie, 

will be participating in a 

school production of "Willie 

Wanka and the Chocolate 

Factory." 

 

Martha Baillis is going to 

Mt. Carmel, IL April 12 - 16 

to see granddaughters, Han-

nah and Rebekah Wall, sing 

and dance their way through 

"Hello, Dolly".    She is look-

ing forward to seeing it as 

their high school puts on very 

professional productions. 

 

Jim Patterson was back after 

missing a couple of meetings 

and brought his grand-

daughter, Daniell, with him to 

the breakfast.  It was fun to 

have someone a little younger 

to visit with. 

 

Our next two meetings will be   

April 26 and May 24 in the 

back room at the Waterloo 

Restaurant in Akron.  Join us 

if you are in the area.  In June 

we meet at Lakeside for the 

Conference Retirees' Dinner 

and we vacation in July.  We 

will meet back at the 

Waterloo August 23.  See you 

then. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Ohio Cluster 
By Joe Platt 

 

 

Alan & Beverly Rose began 

the year on a sad note as their 

oldest daughter, Kathy 

Walters, of Cambridge, Ohio, 

passed away in her sleep, 

December 31.  According to 

Alan their daughter had a 

form of ALS, but her sudden 

passing was quite a shock.  

She had been at Beverly and 

Alan’s home for their family 

Christmas on December 30.  

Her service was in Cam-

bridge, Ohio.  Beverly and 

Alan said that her passing 

leaves a very heavy pain in 

their family and she will be so 

greatly missed.  At the same 

time they are happy to 

announce the birth of a great 

granddaughter, Magnolia 

Rose Walters, born February 

28 to their grandson and his 

wife, Bradley and Karlee 

Walter.  They live in the 

Cambridge, Ohio, area.    

  

Blake & Gere Wagner have 

moved to their new Garden 

Home in Wedgewood Estates.  

Their new address is 576 A, 

S. Trimble Rd., Mansfield, 

Ohio, 44906.  They say their 

phone numbers are the same 

as in the past.  Following the 

move they left for their usual 

winter in Florida. 

 

Don & Linda Heinlen are 

fine.  Linda is recovering 

from back surgery she had in 

February.  Following the 

surgery she spent some time 

in Altercare of Bucyrus and 

got to go home on February 

13, in time for Valentine’s 

Day.  Linda will be wearing a 

back brace for 3 months and 

she thanks everyone for their 

prayers. Linda said that she is 

doing a lot of reading since 

she is not allowed to BLT—

bend, lift or twist.  Since she 

has done a lot of BLT during 

her life she is now trying to 

guard her life in everything 

she does.  She does thank God 

for her husband.  She said he 

is a good helpmate and that 

God is good all the time. 

 

Carl & Jeannie Beighley had 

Carl’s family in from Con-

necticut visiting over Valen-

tine’s Day weekend and more 

family came in for March to 

celebrate birthdays, anniver-

saries and other special days.  

One big birthday occurred in 

March for Jeannie and, we are 

told, she expected big things 

from Carl since they had been 

married only 1 year and 10 

months as of that date.  We 

were not told whether Carl 

followed through with “big 

things.”  They do continue to 

enjoy one another’s company 

and enjoyed traveling with 

Carl’s daughter, Crystal, to 

visit Youngstown, Lancaster 

and other destinations to visit 

more of the Beighley family. 
 

Gloria Loughman received 

her first Botox injections in 

February and will be receiv-

ing them every 91 days for at 

least 1 year or longer.  She 

said her leg is not jerking like 

it was and between the Botox 

and medications certain areas 

of her leg are beginning to 
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feel a little better.  She would 

like to thank all for their 

prayers and ask that we keep 

them coming. 

 

Beth Mansperger sincerely 

appreciates the encourage-

ment and prayers for her 

health these last several 

months.  She is progressing 

through chemotherapy like 

the trooper she has been all of 

her life.  She is very grateful 

for a successful surgery and 

rapid recovery.  She says God 

is the marvelous healer of all.  

She and Dave are looking 

forward to their trip to 

Germany to see the Passion 

Play in May of 2020. 

 

Bill McCartney continues a 

variety of “ministerial” roles 

in a variety of ways well into 

retirement.  He enjoys preach-

ing once a month in the 

retirement community where 

he lives and where he also 

teaches a twice a month Bible 

study.  Bill also enjoys 

frequent leadership in the 

adult Sunday School class at 

Delaware’s Asbury Church. 

 

Luverne Hinkle spent 3 

weeks in New Zealand.  The 

time flew by with tours and 

meals of seafood.  She said 

the country is beautiful with 

wild animals, sheep and 

mountains. 

Joe & Mary Platt continue 

their usual routine of work 

and fun.  Mary is still 

secretary at a local UMC and 

Joe is still serving as interim 

at a local UCC.  In between 

time they went to a bed and 

breakfast in southern Ohio 

which was a Christmas gift 

from son Terry and his wife 

Courtney.  They have also 

been going to various 

concerts in the local area and 

will be traveling to the state 

of Washington to see their 

grandson, Alex, graduate 

from Washington State. 

 

Jim Van Meter enjoyed two 

months this past winter in 

Kissimmee, Florida, while 

Ohio folks enjoyed the cold 

winter.  While in Florida Jim 

says he enjoyed kayaking 

down Single Creek and 

checking out the alligators.  

He also took a swing ride 

some 450 degrees up.  Back 

in Ohio he is enjoying sharing 

a home with his daughter, 

Susan. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Tuscarawas Cluster 
By Mel Lindberg 

 

 
Photograph is of “two old 

preacher friends” reliving old 

memories and renewing 

current friendship over lunch 

at Bob Evans in Coshocton, 

OH, in March, near where 

Bill Seith lives with his 

daughter and son- in-

law.  Mel Lindberg just 

celebrated his 87
th

 birthday 

and Bill will be 93 this sum-

mer.  Mel drove the 71 miles 

from North Canton to visit his 

“old” friend, Bill.  Bill served 

Mel’s home church, Calvary 

UMC (formerly EUB) church 

in North Lima, about 15 miles 

South of Youngstown in 1958 

– 1963.   They had been out 

of touch for a long time. Mel 

grew up in Calvary in the “old 

building in downtown North 

Lima.”  Clayton Gortner 

served the two point charge, 

North Lima Calvary and New 

Springfield Trinity before 

Bill.  Both Bill and Clayton 

laid hands on Mel at his 

ordination at the Tabernacle 

in Linwood Park on June 13, 

1962.  A lot of water has run 

under the bridge since then.  
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Bill can be  contacted at  

23011 County Road 6, 

Coshocton, OH,  43812:  740-

623-8550 with phone calls 

preferred: 

 

Earl & Judy Bailey are 

finally moving – on April 17, 

to their renovated apartment 

as a part of their son and 

daughter in law's home, 1398 

Midway NW, Uniontown, 

OH, 44685.  Last year, Earl 

was hospitalized while on 

vacation in New England, and 

also locally with some life 

threatening infections.  He’s 

doing much better now, but 

letting the mover move 

everything. 

 

Mel Lindberg has had some 

A-Fib and coronary artery 

problems.  Stints are next in 

April, but he is doing and 

feeling very good overall – 

just a bit weak and weary. 

 

Dessie Essex (widow of Otis) 

is now living with her 

daughter and son-in-law, Bill 

and Deana Carter, who are 

building an apartment add-

ition to their home for her 

at 1133 Linwood Ave, SW, 

North Canton, OH.  Dessie is 

blessed to have all three 

daughters living close by. 

 

 

Christian: “One who believes 
that the New Testament is a 

divinely inspired book admirably 
suited to the spiritual needs of 

his neighbor.”  

Humorist Ambrose Bierce (1911);      
from The Joyful Noiseletter 

 

 

 

North Coast Cluster 
By Linda McCowen 

 

 

Darrell & Audrey Woomer 

celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary in May 2018 and 

now live in an over 55 com-

munity in Lebanon, PA where 

Darrell directs a volunteer 

chorus of 40 voices. Audrey, 

a registered nurse, retired 6 

years ago. After leaving 

Oberlin First in 1992, Darrell 

was Chaplain at Lebanon 

Valley College for 13 years 

and Campus Minister at 

Millersville Uni-versity for 6 

years. His first book, "A 

Reasonable Christianity: Faith 

for the 21st Century" was 

published in 2011. His second 

book. "The Lost Christianity 

of Jesus" will be published 

later this year. He was 

honored to create and 

participate in a worship 

service in celebration of the 

life of Bishop Judith Craig, 

which was held at University 

Circle Church on Saturday, 

March 2, 2019. 

 
Dan Drew is completing his 

third year of a part-time 

retirement appointment as 

Lead Pastor at Garfield 

Heights UMC (North Coast 

District).  The congregation is 

smaller and older, but the 

same congregation he served 

for seven years beginning in 

1996. There are many 

challenges, but many joys and 

this spring a membership 

class of adults joining the 

church. Jim Szakacs, Director 

of the Nehemiah Mission, 

serves as an associate Pastor, 

to keep Dan honest and be 

able to enjoy his travel 

ministry with Educational 

Opportunities and visits with 

out of state children and 

grandchildren.  

 
 

 

Copeland Oaks 
By Sandy & John McLachlan 
 

 

Bill Harvey writes: Copeland 

Oaks is a loving, caring, 

Christian community!  Nancy 

and I thank God for being 

here.  Because of her Alz-

heimer's, I go to her unit and 

feed her lunch every 

day.  Aides feed her the other 

meals and take good care of 

her.  I'm grateful she stays in 

good health. 

 

Beth McGuire & David 

Kersten have moved to a 

different villa, #1505.  Beth is 

currently serving as interim 

pastor at the Sebring U. M. 

Church. 

 

In July, George & Jinny 

Schreckengost, along with 

their two daughters, flew to 

Minneapolis to attend the 

wedding of their niece. 

 

 

Three Rivers Cluster 
By Martha Stuller 

 

 

Our group meets monthly and 

enjoys a good attendance.  

We have 12 to 16 who 

regularly come for lunch at 

various venues - Jim & 

Bonnie Magaw, Dolores & 
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Paul Gerycz, John & Helen 

Capper, Gary & Joy 

Campbell, Dick & Alice 

Hoover, Russell & Helen 

Metcalfe, Tom & Donna 

Orr, Bob & Gail Alexander, 

Jack & Maureen Scott, 

Martha Stuller, and Bill & 

Ginny Norman when they 

come to Ohio.  
 

Our latest lunch was at the 

Elks Club in Coshocton on a 

beautiful spring day, with a 

bouquet of daffodils on the 

table from flower gardeners 

Dick & Alice Hoover’s yard, 

from 20 years of growing 

perennials.  Some of the 

conversation centered on 

books that people are reading.  

Alice Hoover told of her 

research into the life and 

ministry of circuit rider-

preacher, H.O.Sheldon, 

during the time he served in 

the Coshocton area.  Through 

her reading of his journals, 

she learned of the life of Mrs. 

Sheldon.  Alice portrays Mrs. 

Sheldon - one of the many 

characters she has researched 

for her portrayal programs.   
 

Bob Alexander is filling in at 

the Amity U. M. Church. 

The group is planning a 

summer meeting at The Barn, 

south of Mt. Vernon. 

 
 

 

The Retirees’ Annual Banquet 

will be held at Lakeside on 

Sunday evening, June 9, at 

5:00 p.m. in Wesley Lodge.  

At this banquet we will wel-

come the following new re-

tirees of the Class of 2019: 

     Susan Antolik 

     Bill Buckeye 

     Brad Call 

     James (Jim) George 

     Dale Gharky 

     Tom Gruver 

     Glenn Hamilton 

     Howard Humphress 

     Robert Ireland 

     Dairel Kaiser 

     Ralph Krall 

     Robert Kuntz 

     Kurt Landerholm 

     Dan Loomis 

     Nancy Manner 

     Kristin McKinley 

     Bruce McLaughlin 

     Drew McPeek 

     Roger Morrow 

     Carolyn Nichols 

     Jennifer Olin-Hitt 

     Keith Peachy 

     Steve Sparling 

     Mark Steiger 

     Everett Stoddard 

     Bob Stull 

     David Tennant 

     Thomas Thomas 

     Peg Welch 

     Joe Wright 

     LuAnn Youngman 

 

Reservations for the banquet 

are due by May 15.  Reser-

vations may be made by using 

the form located at: 

https://www.eocumc.com/eoa

c19/_pdf/2019RetireeBanquet

Reservation.pdf or contacting 

Paul White at paulw2800@ 

gmail.com; 330-478-1319.   

We hope all retirees will join 

in welcoming this new class. 

 

 
 

Compiled by reporters 
from the East Ohio 

Conference Retirees 
Association 

 

Printed and mailed by the 
Communications Department 
of the East Ohio Conference of 

The UM Church 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone 

 

Please send address changes to: 
Communications Office 

East Ohio Conference UMC 
8800 Cleveland Ave. NW 
North Canton, OH  44720 

800-831-3972 

 

 

If you are willing to receive 

future TOAT editions by email 

please notify paulw2800@ 

gmail.com if you have not 

already done so.   

 

 

The deadline for submitting 

materials to be included in the 2019 

Fall Issue of TOAT is September 1, 

2019.  Submit materials to 

paulw2800@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

https://www.eocumc.com/eoac19/_pdf/2019RetireeBanquetReservation.pdf
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac19/_pdf/2019RetireeBanquetReservation.pdf
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac19/_pdf/2019RetireeBanquetReservation.pdf
mailto:paulw2800@gmail.com
mailto:paulw2800@gmail.com
mailto:paulw2800@gmail.com
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The 2019 Annual Conference will open with the Service of Commemoration and Holy Communion on 

June 10, at 10:30 a.m. in Hoover Auditorium.  Those who have passed to the life eternal from May 1, 

2018 – May 1, 2019 will be commemorated: 

 

John P. Benson, retired Elder. 

Marie Bibbee, surviving spouse of  

Rev. Ken Bibbee. 

V. Ned Bixler, retired Elder. 

Richard L. Burns, retired Elder. 

Bishop Judith Craig, retired Bishop. 

Donald R. Dolick, retired Elder. 

Ronald E. Eppler, retired Elder. 

Roberta Fuller, retired Elder. 

Charles R. Garner, spouse of  

Rev. Margaret “Peggy” Garner. 

Virginia R. Geiger, retired Associate Member 

 and Surviving Spouse of Ralph Geiger. 

Christine E. Germaine, spouse of  

Rev. John M. Germaine. 

Nancy Lee Greenawalt, spouse of  

Rev. N. James Greenawalt. 

Maxine Hayes, spouse of Rev. C. Dwight Hayes. 

Robert B. Hibbard, retired Elder. 

James H. Humphrey, retired Elder. 

Robert A. Jones, retired Elder. 

James W. Keller, retired Elder. 

Calvin R. King, retired Elder. 

David J. Leenhouts, Local Pastor. 

Gunievere Y. Legg, surviving spouse of  

Rev. Donald Legg. 

Gayle E. Maly, spouse of Rev. David E. Maly. 

 

 

 

Eric L. Martin, retired Elder. 

Donna M. McCoy, surviving spouse of  

Rev. Norman E. McCoy. 

Millard Mead, retired Elder. 

Henry E. Mooney, retired Elder. 

Roger A. Norton, retired Elder. 

Richard H. Parks, Jr., retired Elder. 

Marjorie Ann Pohly, surviving spouse of  

Rev. Kenneth Pohly. 

Mark J. Reep, retired Elder. 

Vivien L. Reid, surviving spouse of  

Rev. Ralph L. Reid. 

Judith K. Reinke, spouse of Daniel Reinke. 

Gary L. Rinker, retired Local Pastor. 

James V. Schoonover, retired Local Pastor. 

Donald W. Shilling, retired Elder. 

Melissa Sue Stoddard, spouse of 

Rev. Everett Stoddard. 

Valerie W. Stultz, retired Elder. 

Rebecca S. Swartz, Local Pastor. 

Anna F. Wargo, retired Local Pastor. 

Janet Weinland, surviving spouse of  

Rev. William Weinland. 

John Wienke, spouse of Rev. Barbara Wienke. 

Barry A. Wolfe, retired Elder. 

Jack C. Yeager, retired Elder. 
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East Ohio Conference UMC 

           PO Box 2800 

North Canton, OH  44720 

 

Return Service Requested 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** In Memoriam ** 
Please keep in prayer the families of the following retirees who have entered the church triumphant since our last 

reporting January 1: 

Marjorie Ann Pohly, surviving spouse of Kenneth Pohly, died October 20, 2018. 

James W. Keller, retired Elder, died December 31, 2018. 

Virginia R. Geiger, retired Associate Member and Surviving Spouse of Ralph Geiger, died January 12. 

Bishop Judith Craig, retired Bishop, died January 18. 

Roberta Fuller, retired Elder, died January 22. 

James V. Schoonover, retired Local Pastor, died January 23. 

Millard Mead, retired Elder, died January 31. 

Jack C. Yeager, retired Elder, died February 20. 

Barry A. Wolfe, retired elder, died February 24. 

Mark J. Reep, retired Elder, died March 2. 

Robert B. Hibbard, retired Elder, died March 18. 

Eric L. Martin, retired Elder, died March 19. 

John Wienke, spouse of Rev. Barbara Wienke, died March 21. 

Ronald E. Eppler, retired Elder, died March 24. 

Henry E. Mooney, retired Elder, died March 26. 

Maxine Hayes, spouse of Rev. C. Dwight Hayes, died April 1. 

Charles R. Garner, spouse of Rev. Margaret “Peggy” Garner, died April 5. 

Rebecca S. Swartz, Local Pastor, died April 7. 

Donald R. Dolick, retired Elder, died April 8. 

Anna F. Wargo, retired Local Pastor, died April 12. 

Vivien L. Reid, surviving spouse of the Rev. Ralph L. Reid, died April 23. 
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