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Left Behind 
 

     The Left Behind series started about 20 

years ago.  As each of the twelve books 

came out, I read it.   

 

     Last week, I started reading the series 

again; it is a totally different experience.  

This is partly due to reading them imme-

diately back to back rather than waiting at 

least six months between books.  Another part is the last one came 

out in 2004!  A lot of life has happened since then.  Reading them 

straight through makes it easier to follow the numerous characters 

and thought processes clearer.   

 

     For those of you who are not familiar with the series, the books 

are novels based on the Book of Revelation which starts with the 

Rapture and ends with the Glorious Appearance of Christ for His 

reign on earth.  The characters, who have been exposed to the belief 

of Christ coming and Rapturing up His True Believers in one fell 

swoop, come to realize that he/she literally has been left behind.  

There is much grief for that fact as well as the loved ones who were 

taken up.  But the first book ends with a small group forming to study 

and learn how to find a ‘second chance’.  What I noticed though this 

time is how long it took these persons 3 ½ years (six books) to really 

start reaching out to persons beyond their immediate friends and 

loved ones and working together globally.   

 

     That started me thinking about United Methodist Women.  Just 

who are we leaving behind?  Have we become so concerned with our 

own needs and goals that ministering God’s children’s needs have 

become secondary?  It took six books for the True Believers to really 

start working together.  When they did, it was still based on small 

localized groups around the whole world.  Sound familiar?   

 
Continued on page 2 

    Kathy Kuhn, President  
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Left Behind” from page 1 

 

     You bet it does.  The United Methodist Church and United Methodist Women start with the 

local church and join together into districts, conferences, jurisdictions, and the General Church 

to form, fund, and supply missions in our neighborhoods, counties, states, etc.  The process is 

to also have positive input through training, resources, and fellowship back through the same 

channels.   
 

     Over the past 18 months, I have visited most of the districts finding both good and not so 

good.  As United Methodist Women, we have procedures in place to facilitate and encourage 

fellowship, spiritual growth, and that pesky administration.  Our own UMW Purpose so states.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Those procedures are in place to make the processing of doing missions and witnessing 

easier and just as much a part of us as breathing.  But let’s not nitpick here.  Let’s talk about 

our ministries and where they are leading us personally and as an organization.   Does it matter 

if we have a title or hold a particular office?  Do we not all have skills and talents to offer?  Do 

we not all have a faith story to tell?  Can we share our personal stories and not also help allevi-

ate pain and lift the earthly burdens of others?  Do we truly listen to God and follow the divine 

guidance? 

      

Back to the Left Behind series, we have now reached Book 7 where the Antichrist 

requires each loyal person to bear his mark; Book 8 centers around the desecration 

of the Jerusalem Temple; and Book 9 is about the Messianic Jews, Orthodox Jews, 

and True Believes in Christ having all gone underground or to God’s promised 

sanctuary in the Holy Land.  Any True Believer caught now means instant death.  

Only God’s absolute protection can ‘save’ these people now.  As United Methodist 

Women, we claim to be Christian.  We have accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior, 

but have we accepted Him as our Lord?  Have we given up the control of self and listen to 

God for the minutest decision?  In short, if the Rapture were to happen this very day, would 

any of us be among the disappearing?  What sort of witness are we making?  United Methodist 

Women can be both our vehicle to witness and serve God’s children plus be an anchor in the 

faith.   Are any of us still waiting for all the pieces to line up?  Do you want to be responsible 

for anyone being left behind, including yourself? 

United Methodist Women Purpose:  An organized unit of United Methodist 

Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ to develop a creative, 

supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in 

the global ministries of the Church. 
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East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women  

Welcomes Bishop Tracy S. Malone  
 

 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone was assigned to the East Ohio Conference 

of The United Methodist effective September 1, 2016. 

 

She was district superintendent of the Chicago Southern Region, and 

dean of the Northern Illinois Conference Cabinet, when she was 

elected to the Episcopacy. Prior to that appointment, Malone served 

several different churches, the last of which was Gary United Meth-

odist Church in Wheaton, Illinois, where she was senior pastor. 

She currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors for the 

General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR), is a member 

of the Board of Trustees at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 

(GETS), and is chairperson of the Board of Visitors for the Center for 

the Church and the Black Experience at GETS. 

 

Malone was elected to represent the Northern Illinois Conference as a 

delegate at General/Jurisdictional Conferences in 2004, 2008, 2012 

and 2016. She was chairperson of the delegation in 2012, and served as chairperson of the Agenda and Cal-

endar Committee in 2016. 

 

During her ministry, Malone has taught courses as an adjunct professor at Aurora University and at Northern 

Baptist Seminary in Lombard, Illinois. She has also published articles, blogs and book reviews, and has writ-

ten chapters for several books. 

 

Born in Ann Arbor, Michigan and raised in Chicago, Illinois, Malone received her call to ministry at the 

early age of 13. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies and Sociology, with a minor in Computer 

Science, from North Central College in Naperville, Illinois, a Masters of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical 

Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, and a Doctorate of Ministry from United Theological Seminary 

in Dayton, Ohio.  She and husband Derrick Malone are the parents of two daughters. 

 

As Bishop Malone Begins she says, 

 

"I have been praying and preparing for my ministry with and among the people of the East Ohio Episcopal 

area,” she said. “I come with joy and great anticipation of what God will accomplish through us as we work 

together to make a difference for Christ in our local churches, communities and the world.” 

 

To hear more from Bishop Malone go to:  http://www.eocumc.com/episcopal/malone-greetings.html 
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From our Vice President . . . 
 

Legacy Fund 
United Methodist Women is celebrating its 150th Anniversary by strengthening and 

passing on its mission inheritance with The Legacy Fund.  The forward-looking 

permanent endowment will provide a firm foundation for generations of UMW to 

come as they engage in mission with the women, children and youth of their day.   

  

 Rosalyn Barnhill  
ALSO as part of the Legacy 

we have been given “The Charge”.  Each Conference has been charged with adding 3 new units.  Talk with 

me if you wish to hear more. 

Mission u  

Although I know that it costs less to drink water from my personal water bottle, I was not 

aware of the environmental impact on “bottled water”.  Here are some of the fine points of the 

section of Bottling Water.  

Production of Plastic bottles require 17.6 million barrels of oil annually  

The energy it takes to transport and chill the bottles and collect empties is the energy 

equivalent of filling each bottle  ¼ with oil 

86% of empty plastic bottles end up in landfills instead of recycling 

Cities across the nation spend $70 million annually to dispose of plastic bottles 

Water companies can draw the maximum amount they want,  

     regardless of drought or water shortage  

If you would like to further explore the topic from Mission u of “Climate Justice”,  

go to unitedmethodistwomen.org//climate-justice.  

UMW has initiated 13 steps to Sustainability in 2014.  

The program leads to the “best practice” for leadership and venue choices.  

 Social Action Principles   Environmental Justice Principles 

 1 Accessibility    8 Carbon footprint reduction 

 2 Affordability    9 Healthy food and beverage 

 3 Justice economic opportunities        10 Best paper use 

 4 Local Solidarity    11 Toxin Reduction 

 5 Multigenerational inclusion            12 Waste Reduction 

 6 Racial Justice    13 Water use reduction 

 7 Well- being of participants  

“All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the way in which we use and abuse it.  

Did you know that if 10% of the UMW members used a reusable water bottle for 365 days, 

we would save at least enough energy to power an average household for 552?  Let’s all   

take the challenge of at least this one change and go from there.  

If you have pledged a gift to the Legacy Fund, please forward your pledge to 

our East OHIO UMW treasurer and make note in the MEMO.  

Checks written to United Methodist Women  



Greetings from United Methodist Women!  

For almost 150 years United Methodist Women has been faith, hope, and love in action on behalf of women, 

children, and youth around the world. 

 

In June, the national Treasurer’s Office received a five-figure check from an insurance company as a benefit 

payment from a member of United Methodist Women. She had designated UMW as a beneficiary of her insur-

ance policy upon her death. The office was delighted to learn of her generosity. 

 

However, the delight is tempered with sadness. First, sadness that a faithful member of our organization has 

died. Every member of UMW is precious and important. And also sadness that the only thing we know about 

this person is her name. The death benefit check did not come with a cover letter or any other information 

about the donor. We don’t know whether she intended to support the Legacy Fund with her gift. We don’t 

know her local church or address or next-of-kin or executor. We don’t know anything about her history and 

experiences in United Methodist Women. We’re unable to thank her family, and we’re unable to share her 

story to inspire others in their journeys in United Methodist Women. 

 

If you choose to support United Methodist Women yourself through a beneficiary designation or any other 

type of deferred gift, please notify the National Office when you make that decision. If you do that, the Na-

tional Office will know if you intend for your eventual gift to become part of the Legacy Fund or to support 

another part of United Methodist Women’s extensive mission program, and the office will know to whom to 

send condolences on your passing.  

 

As you’re doing your financial planning, please feel free to make use of the planned giving information avail-

able on the website, http://umwgift.org/. Please contact the National Office if we can be of assistance to you in 

any way (swilder@unitedmethodistwomen.org; 512-773-8078).  

On behalf of the people we serve, thank you! 

Sandy Wilder 

Major and Planned Giving Program 

United Methodist Women National Office  
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Giving to our cause can be done either directly  

or through a gift model that can provide tax 

benefits and even income.  

For information go to                                      

http://umwgift.org/ 
You will then go to: Planned Giving > Gift Options > How To Give                                          

How To Give 

http://umwgift.org/
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=swilder@unitedmethodistwomen.org
http://umwgift.org/
http://umwgift.org
http://umwgift.org?pageID=123
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  United Methodist Women, East Ohio Conference  

 Financial Report     -           January 1 - June 30, 2016  
INCOME:     

MISION GIVING    

 Pledge   $94,474.52 

 Special Mission Recognition  $3,530.00 

 Gift to Mission   $1,155.50 

 Gift In Memory   $1,855.51 

 World Thanks Offering   $2,580.19 

 TOTAL MISSION GIVING   $103,595.72 

     

 DESIGNATED GIVING    

 Call to Prayer   $          6,891.56   

 Supplemental Giving    

  A Brighter  $                50.00   

  Assembly   

  World Commuion  $              200.00   

  UMCOR Projects  $          1,287.00   

  PCI Medical  $              150.00   

  McCurdy School  $              150.00   

  Legacy  $              258.69   

 

TOTAL DESIGNATED 
GIVING   $          2,095.69   $          8,987.25  

     

 

OTHER INCOME -    
Mission u    $          9,997.00  

     

 TOTAL GIVING -- January through June 2016   $     122,579.97  

EXPENSES    

NATIONAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN   

 Pledge    $        71,805.03  

 Special Mission Recognition   $          3,530.00  

 Gift to Mission    $          1,155.50  

 Gift In Memory    $          1,855.51  

 World Thanks Offering    $          2,580.19  

 Total Mission Giving    $        80,926.23  

 A Call to Prayer   $          6,891.56   

 A Brighter   $                50.00   

 World Commuion   $              200.00   

 UMCOR Projects   $          1,287.00   

 PCI Medical   $              150.00   

 McCurdy School   $              150.00   

 Legacy   $              258.69   

    $          8,987.25   $          8,987.25  

NATIONAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN   $        89,913.48  

     

   continued on next page  



Below is annual breakout of district submissions dates.  

We request remittances be sent in by the tenth (10th) calendar day after month end.  

The only exception is the fourth quarter.  

District remittances must be received by the conference treasurer no later than December 30.  

Monies sent and collected after December 30 will be  

carried over and coded as a 2017 receipt.    

Q #1:  January1 to March 30 

Q #2:  April 1 to June 30 

Q #3:  July 1 to September 30 

Q #4:   October 1 to December 18th 

 

 

Sandra L. Hodge,  

Treasurer     

EOC-UMW    

OTHER EXPENSES      

 Mission u   $        12,596.34    

 Conference A& MD   $          3,223.88    

 District A & MD Funds   $        14,205.50    

 

Jurisdiction A & MD 
Funds   $          4,237.27    

 Newsletter  699.47   

    $        34,962.46   $        34,962.46   

      

 Total Expenses January - June 30, 2016   $     124,875.94   

      

                     The First half of 2016 reflects our accomplishments in dollars and cents. As we look toward the  

                        last half of 2016; I pray we each will do our part in helping to make a bright future for those  

                         who desperately need our support!   

                The Mission giving goal for 2016 is $215.000.   

                       Be blessed and continue to make a difference in the lives of the women and children we serve.    

                      God be with you in the name of Jesus.  

      

2016 Mission u Costs - Rates     

      

Mission u Total Expenses  $                28,741.34     

      

 Total 94 Participants  Cost Per   $              305.76    

   Sampler   $              122.30    

   Weekend   $              203.84    

East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women                                            September 2016 
Keeping Current                                                                                                                                                                            Page 7 



East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women                                                          September 2016 
Keeping Current                                                                                                             Page 8

It’s back!!!  Yes, the East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women Website 

is progressing and should be ready for your initial visit by September 15th.  To 

get to the website, go to the East Ohio Conference website (eocumc.com), use 

the “Laity” dropdown, and choose United Methodist Women.  The home page 

has an overall view of East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women, the 

current conference officers plus emails, and will have choices to help you find 

materials of interest and/or resources.  For instance at Annual Celebration, we 

will be voting on The Standing Rules for the Conference UMW.  This tab has 

the present Standing Rules in black ink, changes to be added in red ink, and 

things to be deleted crossed out.   Coming will be tabs for UMW Sunday mate-

rials, Mission u information/registration forms, updates from your conference 

officers, links to your individual district UMW newsletters, highlights/histories 

of individual conference units written up by our own conference historian, and 

many other ideas to keep things fresh and informative.   

District Fall Meeting Schedule 2016 
District  Date Church City Time Deadline 

Canal 24-Sep-16 Centenary UMC Akron 9:00 N/A 

Firelands 08-Oct-16 Clyde UMC Clyde 9:30 24-Sep-16 

Mahoning Valley 19-Oct-16 
Western Reserve 

UMC Austintown 9:00 10-Oct-16 

Mid-Ohio 15-Oct-16 Salem UMC Marion 9:00   

North Coast 24-Sep-16 
Pleasant Hills 

UMC Middleburgh Hts 9:00 18-Sep-16 

Ohio Valley 20-Oct-16 
New Rumley 

UMC New Rumley 9:30 10-Oct-16 

Southern Hills 20-Oct-16 Caldwell UMC Caldwell 5:30 PM N/A 

Three Rivers 17-Sep-16 Roscoe Village Roscoe/Cosh 8:45 10-Sep-16 

Tuscarawas 08-Oct-16 
Gnadenhutton 

UMC Gnadenhutton 9:30 N/A 

Western Reserve 15-Oct-16 Cortland UMC Cortland 9:30 6-Oct-16 
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Dear Sisters, 

 

I am thrilled to let you know that I am your new Social Action person for the conference.  (I had completed my four years as MNO 

and was going on to the Nominating Committee.  But then this opening for social action came up and here I am)! 

 

This year, in June, I was given the opportunity to attend the NCJ UMW Quadrennial Meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  It was 

very interesting and also great fun to sit at Sunday breakfast with Bishop Hopkins and Gary George.  The Michigan beaches were 

nice and clean and the water was clear and cold. 

 

Next, was Mount Union for Mission u in July.  I enjoyed the Climate Justice study with facilitator Nathan Howe, whom will be lead-

ing our bible study next summer.  That will be great. 

 

A reminder for all to come out for our Annual Celebration in October in Mentor.  It will be nice to have 

everyone in our neck of the woods this time. 

 

There are four main social issues for UMW for 2016 through 2020:  climate justice, maternal and child health, racial and gender 

justice, and economic inequality. 

 

Hope to see and talk with all of you soon.  If you have any questions that I might be able to help you with, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

Enjoy the rest of this very warm summer. 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Sue McKay, EOC Social Action            

retiredmckay@yahoo.com 

Social Action Resources 

Waking in Oak Creek 

This documentary shows the powerful and inspiring community response to intolerance after deadly hate crime 

shootings at a Sikh temple in Wisconsin. Part of the Working Together for Safe, Inclusive Communities Initiative, it 

is a collaboration between Not In Our Town and Community Oriented Policing Services. 
 

 

 

The Corn Field 

        This experiential look at justice issues was introduced at Assembly 2014. It explores food systems, en-

ergy use, livelihoods, land use, violence against women, migration, criminalization, greed, radical hospitality 

and abundance. The informational signs are provided to allow local groups to share the experience. 

These resources are available at; http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/action 

http://www.niot.org/cops/wakinginoakcreek
http://www.niot.org
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/action/corn-field
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/action/corn-field
http://www.niot.org/cops/wakinginoakcreek


East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women Presents 

 

Hotel reservations at Best Western Lawnfield Inn & Suites, 8434 Mentor Ave 

440-205-8436- Mention that you are with UMW 

 

Registration begins at 6:15 pm Friday, snacks available, program begins at 7:00 pm – child care will be  

available 

Friday evening: 

 District Skits 

 presentation from Maggie Jackson on “African University” 

 Kathy Kuhn’s “Rescue” 

 

Registration begins at 9:15 am Saturday, continental breakfast available, lunch included, program begins at 

10:00 am.  Child care will be available—Note that a sack lunch and beverage is needed for each child 

Saturday 

 Beth Saling, Spiritual Growth, Bible study 

 Enjoy a visit from people from our past 

 West Side Community House youth (you might remember them from Assembly) 

We are collecting full size bottles of hygiene products for the House. 

 
Leadership Development (District Officer Training) will be offered twice: 

Strongsville UMC on March 18, 2017 

Newcomerstown Christ UMC on March 25, 2017 

 

We look forward to greeting you  at 

            Mentor UMC 

                8600 Mentor Ave. 

             Mentor, Ohio  44060 

Please use the Murray Avenue entrance. 

     Best Western Lawnfield 

“Rooted in the Past… 

Growing in the Future” 

ANNUAL CELEBRATION 
October 28-29, 2016  

Mentor UMC, 8600 Mentor Ave. 

Mentor, Ohio 44060 



 

REGISTRATION FORM- POSTMARK BY OCT 15, 2016 
 

East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women 

ANNUAL CELEBRATION 0CTOBER 28-29, 2016 
Mentor UMC, 8600 Mentor Ave 

Mentor, Ohio 44060 

 
Please fill out one form for each person attending. Send your unit’s reservations together in one mailing.  

Voting cards will be at the registration table. 

 

 Person’s name __________________________________________ phone_______________________________ 

 

 Address________________________________________________________________District________________ 

 

 Email_________________________________________________ Church Unit____________________________ 

 

 Any special dietary needs ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Attending:   Friday______________ Saturday _________________ Both _______________________ 

 

 Childcare is available for children 5 years of age & under: Note that a sack lunch and beverage is needed for each child 

  

 Circle one for child care:             Friday         Saturday          Both  
 

 No. of Adult Reservations @ $12 per  _____________  
 

 No. of Children ages 6-12  @ $  8 per _____________ 

 

           Total Enclosed                 ______________ 

 

 

The District officer training is being held in March  
 

 Make check payable to EOCUMW and mail completed registration form to: 
 

  Carol Hoskinson        440-255-7185     

  9124 Highland Ct   cjh2004@sbcglobal.net 

  Mentor, OHIO 44060 
  

 Contact person _________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

  

 Name of voting delegate ____________________________________________________ 

 (One delegate from each local unit) 

mailto:cjh2004@sbcglobal.net


The Conference Committee on Nominations is in prayer  
for members - local unit, district and conference-wide  

 all year long, as we search to find officers to serve you as your 
conference team. 

 
Are you or a friend being called to share a talent or a gift of  

nurturing others,  
record keeping, programming, sharing information on social issues  

or even how finances work for us?  
 

Are you being called toward a new level of faith, hope, love and action 
 within our East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women?  

 
Please prayerfully consider the above then contact me to talk and possibly to get 
a prospective leadership form, for a friend and/or yourself, this information will be 

included in our talent bank. 

 

Blessings to you for all you do. 
In His Service, 

Rita Kyser, Chair of Nominations 
1820 Adams Road - Route 2,  

Mansfield, Ohio 44903 
Ritajkyser@aol.com 

H:419-895-1868 C:419-512-6576 
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response  
 

an award-winning publication, is the official magazine of 

United Methodist Women and is published by the national 

office. Each issue will touch your heart, stir your soul, and 

challenge your mind. Topics and issues cover spiritual 

growth, mission outreach and reports on our local, na-

tional and international work. 

 

 

response features include: 

 Bible studies 

 opportunities for spiritual growth and develop-
ment 

 program suggestions 

 articles on where the Pledge to Mission money 
goes 

 regular features such as "Bright Lights" and 
"Responsively Yours" 

For Subscription information go to:  

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response 

response: the print and digital magazine of women in mission! 

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=Ritajkyser@aol.com


2017 Slate of Officers 

Office Name District  

President Kathryn Kuhn Ohio Valley Current 

Vice-President Rosalyn Barnhill Firelands Current 

Secretary Becky Neibarger Three Rivers Current 

Treasurer Sandra Hodge Firelands Current 

Chair, Nominations Rita Kyser Mid-Ohio Current 

Program Resources Wendy Gallaway Mid-Ohio  To Be Elected 

Communications Becky Sutton Three Rivers Current 

Spiritual Growth Beth Saling Southern Hills Current 

Social Action Sue McKay Western Reserve To Be Elected 

Education & Interpretation Carol Nelson Burns Firelands To Be Elected 

Membership Nurture & Outreach Kim Allen Southern Hills To Be Elected 

Webmaster Kathryn Kuhn Ohio Valley Current 

Historian Pat Fahey Canal  Appointed 

Nominations Committee-2018 Carol Zay Tuscarawas Current 

Nominations Committee-2019 Emma Dixon Mid-Ohio Current 
 

 

             Serving the  
2016—2020 Program Advisory Group,  

North Central Jurisdiction, 
 East Ohio; Charlotte Jermy,  

Nominations Committee-2020 Margaret Bullard North Coast To Be Elected 

Nominations Committee-2020 Gail Alexander Three Rivers To Be Elected 
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Mission u 

Summer 2016 
 

Mission u was at Mount Union University from July 22 thru 24.  It was a wonderful and joyful event. 

 

The studies were Sexuality and the Bible, Latin America and Climate Justice. 

Facilitators/teachers were Rev. Nestor Nazario (Latin America), Rev. Don-

ald Kuntz and Rev. Nathan Howe (Climate Justice) and Rev. Charles E. To-

bias (Sexuality and the Bible).  Mary Beth Manns and Beth Canfield served 

as leaders for our children.  Rev. Barbara Ross and Mrs. Doris Brown were 

leaders for the Young Women’s Program.  On of the outstanding features 

was the completion of life-size animals.  This was an extraordinary task 

with enjoyment by all. Preliminary feedback indicates acceptance of these 

facilitators/teachers. 

 

Focus groups were held on Friday and Saturday.  On Friday, Mr. Darryl 

Brake presented Marijuana: What is the Deal? Ms. Jenny Brown pre-

sented Post-Traumatic Stress.  Saturday, we were honored with presenta-

tions by Ms. Carol Nelson-Burns (A Conversation about Guns and Vio-

lence in Our Communities: An Interaction Discussion), Rev. Susan 

Brown (Social Media and Faith-Sharing) and Dr. Linda Crowell 

(Learners Must Be Teachers-Ways to Share with Others).  

 

We were pleased to have attending the One-Day 105 participants. Eighteen 

of these were first-timers.  The Three-Day Event had 84 participants, with 

six of these being first-timers.  Our goal is to work at ways of expanding the number of participants.  We 

invite all of you to provide ways that might help in this effort of increasing our numbers.  

 

We invite you to start thinking of the 2017 Studies 

Spiritual Growth - A Covenantal Community (year 1) 
Geographic - The Missionary Conferences of United Methodist Church 

Issue Study -  Climate Justice (year 2) 
Youth—The Missionary Conferences (Redbird, Oklahoma Indian, Alaskan) 

Children—The Missionary Conferences (Redbird, Oklahoma Indian, Alaskan) 
 
We wish to thank all staff, conference and Mission u members, for your loyal commitment to enabling this 

event to be delivered in a professional manner. 

        Ms. Betty Spencer, Dean    

        Dr. Maggie Jackson, Assistant Dean  

 

 

 

 



     Yes, the times are definitely a’changing.   By now, most are aware that the format for Annual Cele-

bration has changed.  Training for district officers is not scheduled for Saturday afternoon.  There are 

three reasons for this.  The first is that less and less people are staying for the training.  Second, people 

are not as bright and bushy-tailed after lunch and a business meeting.  And third, certain positions 

need more than the 45 minutes to get any real training done.  What is happening instead is an upbeat 

presentation of song, dance, and youth! 

     As for the training, we decided on having two training sessions in March.  One will be in the north-

ern half of the conference on March 18, 2017, at Strongsville United Methodist Church, 13500 Royal-

ton Road, Strongsville, Ohio 44136.  The one for the southern half of the conference is set for Christ 

United Methodist Church, 648 Oak Street, Newcomerstown, Ohio 43832 on March 25, 2017.  The 

planned format is a short opening with singing, devotions/prayer, and maybe a short message.  For the 

next two hours, the district officers will meet with their counterparts in separate areas of the church.  

Then there will a short closing of song and benediction before heading back into the world to minister 

to God’s children.  My understanding is the ladies of the host church will provide morning nibbles at 

9:00 AM.  We shall start promptly at 9:30 AM, head for the training sessions by 10:50, be back in the 

sanctuary for closing by 11:45 AM, and be out by Noon.   

     No registration is planned at this time.  Right now each office will be offered at both locations with 

one event being no more than 1 ½ hours from your local church.  The conference officers will be pre-

pared for all ten of their particular district counterparts being at the first training event.  Those not at-

tending there will be expected at the second.  If you are not going to be a district officer in 2017 or are 

changing positions, please make sure the woman taking the position you hold now is aware of the 

training and makes arrangements to attend.  Part of being willing to serve is being prepared to actually 

know what you are to do and having some idea of how to do it.  So let’s work together as a team and 

fulfill our part of the United Methodist Women Purpose. 
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Anyone who wishes to be added or 

removed from the newsletter mailing list 

Please contact the  

communications coordinator.  

Becky Sutton (740)622-3601 or  

E-mail: rlsutton5@yahoo.com 

Thank you. 

Rev. Valerie Stultz will lead a  

Spiritual Workshop  

on Nov 19th at 10:00 a.m.  

at Gay Street UMC in Mt. Vernon.   

All are invited to attend   

For more information please contact  

Three Rivers District UMW President 

 Trish Rankin at k4awo@juno.com 



 What Global Expressions of Faith Teach Us About Following Jesus  

Through colorful firsthand accounts, the author explores how fresh expressions of faith from American 

youth, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and Native Americans who are experiencing and following Jesus out-

side the boundaries of traditional Western Christianity can revitalize our own faith journeys.    Bryan Bishop 

READING PROGRAM 2017. Here are some of the Reading Program books that are available at the Mission 
Resource Center.  http://www.umwmissionresources.org/ 

 
Global Girlfriends: How One Mom Made It Her Business to Help Women in Poverty Worldwide 
 
Global Girlfriends is Stacey’s inspiring story of following her convictions, interwoven with the stories of her col-

leagues and friends – real women all over the world, from Guatemala to Nepal, from Haiti to Uganda. It is also a 

passionate argument for simple actions we can all take to eliminate extreme poverty. 

 Is Social Media Stealing Your Identity? 

How many hours do we spend scrolling Facebook and Twitter or posing for the perfect selfie on Instagram, hoping 

that what we post will get likes and comments? In #Stolen, author Jessica Fralin uncovers our deep desire to be af-

firmed, valued and loved, and then points out that that desire can be fulfilled in Christ. She offers creative callouts 

containing fun notes, activities, and ideas to discuss with your youth group and friends as she tackles issues and in-

securities like popularity, body image and cyberbullying.                                                                      Jessica Fralin 

A Theological Exposé 

The Rev. Atwood, an avid hunter, contends that one cannot understand the 30,000 American gun deaths per year apart 

from our national myth and he cautions that an absolute trust in guns and violence morphs easily into idolatry. Having 

spent 36 years fighting against easy access to fi rearms, he uses his experience and theological understanding to docu-

ment how Americans have been deceived into believing that the tools of violence, whether in war or in the bedside 

stand, will provide security.                                                                                                             James E. Atwood 

 
Mission Studies for 2017 

Spiritual Growth - A Covenantal Community (year 1) 
Geographic - The Missionary Conferences of United Methodist Church 

Issue Study -  Climate Justice (year 2) 
Youth—The Missionary Conferences (Redbird, Oklahoma Indian, Alaskan) 

Children—The Missionary Conferences (Redbird, Oklahoma Indian, Alaskan) 
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If Eve Only Knew: Freeing Yourself from Biblical Womanhood and Becoming All God Means for You to Be 
 
If Eve Only Knew offers a fresh perspective on gender and the Bible, destroying trumped-up, captive-creating mes-

sages with the freeing proclamation grounded in Jesus' ministry and found everywhere in scripture: that we are all 

created in God's image, and by relying on our gifts and skills--rather than on gender-designed roles--we become all 

God means for us to be. 



United Methodist Community Center Update  
 

There will be a “Legacy Celebration of Service and Retirement” in honor of 

Juanita Pasley for her 35 years of dedicated service as Executive Director of the United 

Methodist Community Center. Early in her employment she was the catalyst for bringing 

the program of children to visit their incarcerated mothers to the jails in the area. She was 

then the program Director at Pearl Street Mission, where she started the Stop-Lift Pro-

gram through the courts. During the next part of her ministry she became the Assistant 

Director at Pearl Street Mission. The Center was then moved to downtown (Youngstown) 

and Juanita became the Executive Director. She started various programs including the 

Health Program through the hospitals, as well as programs for Seniors & Veterans, also 

the BILL & GAIL programs for the school children. Juanita went to Washington DC 

where she spoke in front of a congressional committee of Congress to get some financial 

aid for the Veterans in Mahoning & Trumbull Counties. Her passion throughout her min-

istry was working with homeless families in both Trumbull & Mahoning Counties.  

 

Sponsorships are available to be donated to UMCC programming in Juanita’s 

name as a “Legacy for Juanita”. 

     $50 Silver 

     $100 Gold 

     $250 Diamond 

     $500+ Platinum 

  

The Legacy Celebration will take place at Church Hill United Methodist Church

(189 Churchill –Hubbard Rd.) on Monday, September 26, 2016 from 3-6pm.   Please call 

the United Methodist Community Center for reservations at 330-743-5149. 

East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women                                September 2016 
Keeping Current                                                                                                                                                                          Page 17 

Love Over Latte                           
Love Over Latte is a Christian women’s ministry at Fields United Methodist Church on 
the third Wednesday of each month.  Love Over Latte is open to all women of faith to 
come and take part in a program of music and worship bed by Darlene Hepler of Ala-
baster Jar Ministries.  From 8 to 9 p.m. women gather for coffee, dessert and conver-
sation in small groups to discuss questions presented by the speaker.  One door prize 
is awarded at each gathering.  Cost is $3 per person.  For more information call the 
church office at (440) 327-8753 or find Fields United Methodist Church on Facebook 
for online ticket information.  Fields United Methodist Church is located at 34077 
Lorain Road, North Ridgeville, Ohio.                           article from Chronicle Newspaper 10-15-2015 



  RESPONSE: SEPTEMBER 2016 ISSUE 

Responsively Yours: Time of Great Possibility

 

 
Harriett Olson helps lead the 150th anniversary celebration for 

United Methodist Women during the 2016 United Methodist 

General Conference. 

 

 

Perhaps because of the stark contrast, the low points were very low. Divisions among us surfaced on various pieces of legislation. 

The first divisive debate was on the rules of the conference. New technology caused some frustrations. This is normal. However, a 

lot of time was spent on speeches and requests entered as a "parliamentary inquiry," which advantaged them over others seeking to 

speak. Unfortunately, not all of these requests were parliamentary inquiries, and the body's frustration was palpable. As I watched 

and prayed for the delegates and presiders, I began to wonder if there was an effort to prevent the General Conference from being 

able to do its work. How could that possibly help? 

This affected the tenor of the debate on the proposed Way Forward addressing anticipated divisive legislation, especially regarding 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons. Several long sessions were spent on a failed legislative proposal, a statement from the 

Council of Bishops, a request for the bishops to intervene and the eventual adoption of the bishop's proposal for a special commis-

sion and possible special session of General Conference in 2018. The debate was sometimes heated and sometimes profound as we 

looked at our own brokenness, but to me it felt tainted by parliamentary maneuvering. My heart was in my throat for hours on end. 

Our church has been through perilous times before, and this is another one. Because of that we must intentionally remind ourselves 

that every time of peril is also a time of great possibility. God is at work in the world, and I believe that God is at work in The United 

Methodist Church and in United Methodist Women. I have committed to the leadership of the Council of Bishops that United Meth-

odist Women would be praying for them and for the work of the special commission. I know that you are already praying for our 

church regularly and fervently, and I ask you to join me in surrounding this work in prayer. There will certainly be a time to act, but 

it is always time to pray. 

Thanks be to God for serving, praying United Methodist Women! 

 

Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary, United Methodist Women 

holson@unitedmethodistwomen.org 

by Harriett Jane Olson 
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With apologies to Charles Dickens, the 2016 General Conference 

was in many ways "the best of times, and the worst of times" — 

maybe not the absolute best or the absolute worst, but it was an 

intense 12-day experience with some wonderful times of inspira-

tion and celebration as well as some very painful experiences of 

fragmentation and stalemate. 

Personal highlights for me included seeing longtime friends and 

making new ones, including a great group of United Methodist 

Women participants and volunteers. The time was rich with per-

sonal contacts, hugs, handshakes and stories. So too was Sunday 

worship at the Wilshire Native American Fellowship with mem-

bers of many first nations who were delegates or participants in 

General Conference. Having the deaconess and home missioner 

consecration at General Conference and including a deaconess 

from each episcopal area in the Philippines was historic. Being 

able to participate with Cristina Manabat, president of Harris Me-

morial College, founded by Woman's Foreign Missionary Society 

and still closely related to us, was a great blessing. The joyful 

celebration of our upcoming 150th anniversary was an absolute 

pinnacle for me — watch the video and you'll see. 

mailto:holson@unitedmethodistwomen.org?subject=Re:%20Responsively%20Yours%20September%202016
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East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women 
2016 Mission Today Unit Goals 

Section A:  Complete at least four of the following: 
__ 1. Use the Prayer Calendar at each meeting to pray for mission workers and projects. 
__ 2. Make and meet the unit’s Pledge to Mission 
__ 3. Add at least one member to the unit’s roll. 
__ 4. Have at least two members subscribe to Response magazine. 
__ 5. Use at least two programs from the UMW Program Book each year. 
__ 6. Conduct at least one mission study each year from the current or previous year Mission u studies. 
__ 7. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies in at least one way during the year.  Suggestions: 

Plan a joint unit meeting with a unit of a different racial/ethnic background and use 
programs from the UMW Program Book. 
Develop bi-racial or multi-racial cultural Koinonia (Christian Fellowship) groups. 
Hold a joint Vacation Bible School and/or pulpit exchanges. 
Share joint worship services on special occasions. 
Encourage the church to sponsor a refugee family. 
Other (Explain)_____________________________________________________________. 

Section B: Complete at least four of the following: 
__ 8. Have at least one member (other than conference or district officers) attend Mission u. 
__ 9. Have at least one member (other than conference of district officers) attend the District Annual 
         Meeting or Conference Annual Celebration. 
__10. Have at least one member join the UMW Action Network. Register online at     

        www,umwmission.org clicking on “Act” or via mail: Washington Office of Public Policy, GBGM-Women’s Division, 100 Mary-
land Ave NE, Room 530, Washington DC 20002. (Request  UMW Action Network, include name, address, phone, Congres-
sional District, Conference and District.) 

__11. Have unit members write to at least five persons listed in the Prayer Calendar each year. 
__12. Participate in the Campaign for Children (Campaign for Children-UMW Phase III #3223) in at least       
           One way.  Suggestions: 

Help sponsor a church or community program related to needs of children and youth. 
Sponsor a Children’s Sabbath, promoted by the Children’s Defense Fund, by using the  
National Observance of Children’s Sabbath Handbook-Repairers of the Breach #3224.  
 Get involved with children by mentoring, tutoring, Big Sister Program, or Ohio Reads. 
Write, e-mail, or call Congressional representative and/or others in government regarding children’s issues. 
Visit local schools and/or attend a school board meeting. 
Other (Explain)_____________________________________________________________ 

__13. Be a Five-Star unit by contributing to all 5 channels of Mission giving (Pledge, Special Mission   
           Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory, and World Thank Offering). 
__14. Include a Response moment at every meeting. 
__15. Have at least two members complete a Reading program plan and give  a mini-report on book. 
__16. Invite a district of conference officer (other than a unit member) to a unit meeting each year. 
__17. Pledge to care for God’s creation and become a “Green” UMW unit. Information is available at 
           www.umwonline.org/environment or www.umwmission.org clicking on “Act” and “Environment 
           Issues.” 
__18. Conduct a Mini-Spiritual Growth Retreat or have at least 2 members attend a district or Conference retreat. 
 
ALL UNITS ARE TO COMPLETE THIS FORM.  Check the items completed and send to your District Education & Interpretation Mis-
sion Coordinator by January 15.    
 
Unit Name________________________________________________________________Date______________ 
 
Completed By (Unit Officer)__________________________________________________Phone_____________ 
 

http://www.umwonline.org/environment
http://www.umwmission.org


Mission Resource Center  
Phone:  800-305-9857 
Website: www.umwmissionresources.org 
E-mail: cs@umwmissionresources.org 

PLEASE PRINT/COPY THIS  

NEWSLETTER AND GIVE TO 

ALL. WE NEED YOU TO HELP 

SPREAD THE NEWS!!  

_____________________________ 

Spring Newsletter article deadline 

January 20th 

Newsletter of the East Ohio Conference  

United Methodist Women, Kathy Kuhn , President.  

Published two times yearly: spring and fall.  

Copying permission is granted.  

Complimentary copies to local unit presidents and 

treasurers, East Ohio UMW District and  

Conference Mission Team members. 
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IMPORTANT UMW DATES  
 

Oct 28-29 Annual Celebration - Mentor UMC 

     7:00 pm  -  Friday evening program 

     Saturday  9:15 am Registration 

          10:00 am Program begins 
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http://www.umwmissionresources.org
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