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Perception, Expectation, and Entitlement
Take a look at the story Patsy told during one of the events at this year’s National
training for UMW officers. Patsy and Sandy met during a two-week compressed seminary course at Drew. They hit it off and spent time together. During that time, Sandy
asked Patsy if she would be willing to cover the pulpit when Sandy’s pastor would not
be available. Sandy told Patsy that this would mainly involve speaking to a men’s prison in eastern Pennsylvania. Thinking to not only help her friend but also give Patsy an
unusual opportunity, she agreed. The following summer, Sandy called. So Patsy
packed an overnight bag and drove to Sandy’s house the night before.
Kathy Kuhn, President
The next morning, Sandy drove them to the prison and Patsy got a rude awakening. Her expectation was
this prison would be a minimum security or least be moderate. On no, it was a high security! But that was fine, after all Sandy wasn’t nervous and had been there before. (Wrong perception here) So they proceeded
through the series of security checks until reaching the main entrance to the prison itself. They were greeted
by four good-sized men in uniform. Patsy could see the expected portal they would be scanned through and
tried to remember what was in her purse which might be confiscated. Wrong again, the first guard said that
the scanners were not working properly, so the two women would be scanned by a wand. Although not quite
happy with the thought, Patsy thought this would be alright and nodded. The next guard said no that was not
to be either. The batteries in all the wands were dead. Sandy stepped over to the third guard and lifted her
arms to be patted down. Patsy did not. She looked at each of the four guards who were at least twice her size
and calmly stated to the one who seemed to be in charge, “You gentlemen now have two options. You can
either trust me to go through without scanning or patting me down or one of you will be delivering today’s
message.” At this point Patsy looked at the others in the training room, smiled, and said “Who do you think
preached that day?” Patsy fully expected to be thrown out but she was escorted to the prison warden.
The woman sitting next to Patsy asked what Patsy thought would have happened had her skin been a different color. Patsy just said her story was not yet done. She went on to say that she had been at the podium for
about ten minutes when one of the inmates yelled “I know you! I really do know you!” The man was quickly
escorted out of the auditorium. Patsy didn’t miss a beat and kept right on talking. When she had finished
speaking, the warden was waiting for her off stage. He said the man who had called out was still insisting he
knew her. The warden wanted to know if she was willing to meet with him. Not even thinking about what
happened to the woman who had brought her to the prison, Patsy went with the warden to his office. He told
her to have a seat and he was going to lock her in his office while he went after the man. Patsy did give herself
a little lecture but still expected to be treated with dignity and respect. The warden returned a long ten minutes
later. And guess what, Patsy did know the man. He was the Baptist preacher in her small home town hundreds of miles away. For one season, Patsy had carted his two sons back home from basketball practice five
nights a week. Best of all, Sandy was waiting in the guards’ area and the two of them had quite a laugh over
the whole situation.
Now the group discussed what had happened and what could have happened. Patsy could have been imprisoned just for ‘defying’ the search. With the two women separated, either one could have been grabbed and
‘lost’. Sandy’s family knew where she was but they weren’t home and Patsy’s family did not know that was
the weekend when she would be going to prison, so to speak. Was Patsy’s perception right or wrong when she
believed that the guards were also there to take care of the women as well as guard the men? Should she have
expected otherwise? Was she entitled to expect what she believed?
Continued on Page 2
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Patsy’s story stirred a lot of discussion in our contingent from East Ohio and the weekend became much
more intense in our self-evaluations. Do you maybe feel entitled to things others do not or even hope to have?
We are ALL God’s children and none of us hold more worth than any other. So why did some of the presenters talk about how valuable they are in God’s eyes but do not expect to be treated fairly let alone equally on
this earth? My personal experience is probably a lot different than most of you. For 11 years, it was normal
for me to go to a Korean home for dinner or have a couple from India spend the night in mine. My upstairs
neighbors taught me how cook the Zimbabwean way and I taught him to call his wife by her first name rather
than “my wife” or “my children’s mother”. David Wu taught me the difference between Thai and Chinese
food; the Makunikes’ daughters borrowed my clothes and used my apartment while I was in Ohio. I learned
some Shona and the music in that language, led songs in my church in Spanish, and explained finances to missionaries here from Korea and having little or no English. You get the picture. The perception and expectation in my life was that all of God’s children are entitled to their dignity, self-worth, and the tools to receive
what they need and share what they are bringing.
Now I am no longer in New York, the richness and availability of different cultures is not as evident. But it
is here. During my childhood and teen years, Fifth Street was populated by persons originating from Czechoslovakia. However the Czechs lived on one side of the street and the Slovaks lived on the other. It’s now
about fifty years later and that neighborhood has changed. But even in our small towns, we still have many
ethnic backgrounds and some like keeping separate from outside influences. Many of you think you know me
quite well but did you know there is a large chunk of Native American blood in me? Or that although raised as
a Methodist/United Methodist, I still carry on certain Catholic traditions of my paternal grandfather? We say
we are inclusive in our churches and hopefully in our personal lives; but does inclusive really mean that all are
welcome to share what we are offering but need to leave their different traditions, music, and dress behind?
Please do a self-evaluation of what you actually look for and see not only in people you meet but also in the
ones you already think you know. You may be losing out on the true richness and variety of God’s children.
And now I will leave you with two more thoughts. The first church I attended in New Jersey had a Korean
Methodist congregation who used the sanctuary on Sunday afternoons. This was their church as they paid rent
to use it. But they were not ‘allowed’ to put up anything Korean including fliers to advertise or remind nor
could they help decorate for Christmas and Easter. Where was their true place of worship? My biggest culture
shock when moving to New Jersey was about three weeks in. Anna, Virginia, and I were sitting in a Pizza Hut
when a Chinese family walked in. It took about 30 seconds for me to realize since I liked Chinese food it was
all right for them to like Italian.
We are ALL God’s children, Kathy

Plan to attend
Assembly 2018 in
Columbus, OH
on May 18 – 20, 2018.
We are very excited to
celebrate our
bold 150 year history
of doing mission for women,
children and youth.
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Community
Issue Study: Climate Justice
Geographic: Missionary Conferences of The United
Methodist Church in the United States
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EOC UMW Officers 2017
President Kathy Kuhn
740-537-3523
kathy.kuhn@sbcglobal.net
Vice President Rosalyn Barnhill
419-798-4393
barnhillrosalyn@aol.com
Secretary Becky Neibarger
740-392-1613
rebecky4659@yahoo.com
Treasurer Sandra Hodge
440-774-1176
hodgenterprises@frontier.com
Nominations Chairperson Rita Kyser
419-895-1868
ritajkyser@aol.com
Program Resources Wendy Galloway
419-525-0166
winksbywendy@gmail.com
Education & Interpretation
Carol Nelson Burns
419-503-2526
cnbkelleys@yahoo.com

IMPORTANT UMW DATES
District Leadership Training by Conference Officers
March 18 Strongsville UMC
March 25 Christ UMC, Newcomerstown
April 16
Easter
April 23
UMW Sunday
June 11-15 Annual Conference at Lakeside
“ANNUAL CELEBRATION” - October 27-28, 2017 AT THE BUCYRUS UMC
KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN
Tuscarawas District will have
an article coming out
in Response magazine.
It will be on "safe sleep" for babies.
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response

Membership Nurture/Outreach
Kim Allen
740-685-2168
kim.allen@rollinghills.K12.oh.us
Social Action Sue McKay
440-265-4267
retiredmckay@yahoo.com
Spiritual Growth Beth Saling
740-732-2071
bsaling@myfatlink.net

Communications Coor. Becky Sutton
740-622-3601
rlsutton5@yahoo.com
Webmaster
Kathy Kuhn
kathy.kuhn@sbcglobal.net
Historian Pat Fahey
330-998-6414
gfahey@roadrunner.com
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United Methodist Women
Legacy Fund
United Methodist Women will celebrate 150 years of Faith, Hope, and Love in action at our Assembly in
Columbus, Ohio in 2018. A Legacy Fund (permanent endowment) has been established to ensure that those
who follow us will have a source of support for core expenses through income from the Fund. It is anticipated that this will allow future generations of United Methodist Women to budget mission giving to connect directly with and meet the needs of women, children, and youth. We are each a part of this legacy and
you are invited to contribute as you are able to ensure the future of United Methodist Women.
Gifts to the Legacy Fund can be made in the following ways:
 Online: United Methodist women.org/legacyfund
 Phone: 800-278-7771 (Monday-Friday 8a.m.-6p.m. EST)
 Mobile Phone: text Legacy150 to 41444
 Mail: Make checks payable to United Methodist Women, write ‘The Legacy Fund” in the memo
section and mail to:
United Methodist Women
Treasurer’s Office
475 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10155
Please, whatever method you use to contribute, let them know you are a member of East Ohio Conference.
We are also interested in hearing the stories of women involved in UMW
and preserving these stories as a legacy for future generations.
If you would like more information or further ideas for promoting the Legacy Fund,
please contact Carolyn Squires at csbeachwalker@yahoo.com,
Rosalyn Barnhill at barnhillrosalyn@aol.com,
or Charlotte Jermy at stanchar@bright.net.
Thank you for joining with us to preserve our legacy and ensure our continued outreach
to women, children, and youth for generations to come!

District Spring Meeting Schedule 2017
District
Canal

Date
22-Apr-17

Firelands
Mahoning Valley
Mid-Ohio
North Coast
Ohio Valley
Southern Hills
Three Rivers
Tuscarawas
Western Reserve

01-Apr-17
26-Apr-17
8-Apr-17
25-Mar-17
20-Apr-17
TBA
01-Apr-17
06-Mar-17
25-Mar-17

Church
Firestone Park UMC

City
Akron

Time
9:00

Deadline
N/A

Oberlin Rust
Poland UMC
Trinity Mt. Gilead
Berea
Mt. Pleasant
TBA
Danville UMC
Wilmot UMC
Plymouth UMC

Oberlin
Poland
Mt. Gilead
Berea
Carrollton
TBA
Danville
Wilmot
Ashtabula

8:30 Registration
9:00
9:30 Registration
9:30
9:30 Registration

N/A
N/A
N/A
11-Mar-17
15-Apr-17

9:00 Registration
9:30 Registration
9:30 Registration

N/A
N/A
17-Mar-17
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The Board of Directors of the
United Methodist Community Center of Youngstown/ Warren, OH
is pleased to announce:
Tayanna Pennell
will be the new Executive Director of the UMCC.
She is a long time Youngstown resident
and has been actively engaged in a variety of community affairs.
She is a YSU graduate with a BS in Business Administration
& an MBA from Indiana Wesleyan University.

United Methodist Women, East Ohio Conference
Financial Report - January 1 - December 30, 2016
INCOME:
MISION GIVING
Pledge
Special Mission Recognition
Gift to Mission
Gift In Memory
World Thanks Offering
TOTAL MISSION GIVING

$227,615.21
$8,030.00
$4,614.57
$4,465.51
$21,362.55
$266,087.84

DESIGNATED GIVING
Call to Prayer
Supplemental Giving

$266,087.84

$

9,778.54

TOTAL DESIGNATED GIVING

$
$
$
$
$
$

857.46
10.00
280.00
5,819.00
1,683.46
8,649.92 $

18,428.46

OTHER INCOME - Mission u
Annual Celebration

$
$

13,302.00
1,293.00 $

14,595.00

A Brighter Future Children
Assembly
World & Crusade Scholarships
National & UMCOR Projects
Legacy

TOTAL GIVING -- January through December 2016

$308,889.84
Continued on page 6

East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women
Keeping Current

February 2017
Page 6

United Methodist Women, East Ohio Conference
Financial Report - January 1 - December 30, 2016
Continued from page 4
EXPENSES
NATIONAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Pledge
Special Mission Recognition
Gift to Mission
Gift In Memory
World Thanks Offering
Total Mission Giving

$

186,927.41

$
$
$
$
$

8,030.00
4,614.57
4,465.51
21,362.55
225,400.04 $

225,400.04

$

9,778.54

$
$
$
$
$

857.46
10.00
280.00
5,819.00
1,683.46

$

8,649.92 $

8,649.92

$

243,828.50

79,961.67

A Call to Prayer
A Brighter Future Children
Assembly
World & Crusade Scholarships
National & UMCOR Projects
Legacy

TOTAL DESIGNATED GIVING
NATIONAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
OTHER EXPENSES
Mission u
Conference AMD
District AMD Funds &
Travel
Jurisdiction/National
AMD Funds
Newsletter

$
$

29,341.13
12,014.98

$

32,150.96

$
$
$

5,062.47
1,392.13
79,961.67 $

Total Expenses January - December 31, 2016
Conference Loss

Respectfully submitted, Sandra L. Hodge EOC-UMW Treasurer

$ 323,790.17
($14,900.33)
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Subject: Here I am
Thank you for electing me to East Ohio Conference UMW as Education and Interpretation officer,
a position and role I am continuing to learn so as to serve you better. First a brief introduction
(brevity not being my strongest suit!)
I was raised in Youngstown's working class neighborhoods, a designation unknown to me back
then, and joined Belmont Methodist Church (now Cententary) when I was about 10. My mother
followed my example, and now I follow her into a UMW role. My life's journey was guided by
teachers and pastors who led me to classes, camps, and college, graduating from Mount Union
because of their faith and directioning. An educator by trade, I retired from the University of Toledo after teaching in public schools, colleges, and universities in Ohio, Delaware, Pennsylvania,
and New South Wales; earned advanced degrees; and served church and community advocating
for women's and human rights.
The purpose of the "education and interpretation" role in UMW is being refined, as I learned at
national training in November. From that remarkable 3-day series of presentations, worship, workshops, and relationship building, I learned, grew, and was empowered--not as an expert but as a
"traveler" on a long journey to understand more fully God's hope and purpose for our work, individually and collectively.
United Methodist Women are a unique sisterhood. Our origin is the collective will and vision to
see a need, craft a means of addressing it, and committing to bring it to fruition. That legacy is important to know, because it inspires and situates us in our work today. From securing a female
doctor and educator to provide health care and education to women in India who were denied
treatment because of gender-restrictive mores, to moving the UMW convention from a segregated
site that would not house black sisters, our ancestors were strong, brave, moral, Christian--and social activists in direct action ways. Their example is a model to us, mentoring us across the decades and the century-plus to consider our role, the work that needs doing, in our time. In Ferguson,
on reservations, blighted inner cities and struggling rural communities-anywhere we see the need
and hear a call.
To realize our purpose, it is first imperative to see ourselves as united, capable, and
uniquely qualified to make a difference, each bringing a talent that creates a "whole,"
and together, like the voices in a chorus, accomplish work that needs doing. From that
Genesis, we can begin to engage understanding and planning the mission projects that
uplift our sisters and brothers where we find them, nearby or across the globe. Listening to God's call upon our talents and energies, maybe just a nudge rather than a declaration, as we discern our purpose great or small, grand or simple.
And so, we too shall say: " here I am.. send me."
Carol Nelson-Burns,
East Ohio Conference UMW
Education and Interpretation Chairperson
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Social Action
Happy New Year Fellow UMW Sisters,
It has been a strange winter so far here in northeastern Ohio---in fact, it is pouring down rain as I type this!! I
hope all of you had safe and wonderful holidays.
Beginning in 2016, (and for the next four years), there are four main items that the United Methodist
Women are working on: Climate Justice, Maternal and Child Health, Racial and Gender Justice, and
Economic Inequality. There are several issues that fall under those four main items---from human
trafficking to health care to food justice to domestic violence, etc.
Feel free to go online (www.unitedmethodistwomen.org) and sign up for action alerts which will keep you
informed on the issues.
If you have not yet done so, may I suggest that you go on an Emmaus Walk. There are walks for teens
and women, and men. I went on one in the fall of 2009 and I can tell you that it was an awesome and
special experience. I highly recommend doing it.
If I can be of any assistance to any of you out there, please feel free to contact me by e-mail
(retiredmckay@yahoo.com).
Hoping to see you sometime this year---maybe at district gatherings or at Mount Union this summer, etc.
Blessings,
Sue McKay, EOC Social Action
United Methodist Women Purpose: An organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of
women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global
ministries of the Church.

The East Ohio Conference
United Methodist Women’s
website is available.
www.eocumc.com/umw

Anyone who wishes to be
Mission Studies for 2017
added or removed from the Spiritual Growth: Living as a
newsletter mailing list,
Covenant Community
please contact the
Issue Study: Climate Justice
communications coordinator. Geographic:
rlsutton5@yahoo.com
Missionary Conferences of
Thank you.
The United Methodist Church in
the United States

United Methodist Women's Sunday; Celebrate in Your Church!
Your local United Methodist Women's group can prepare and conduct a service that celebrates your work
any Sunday of the year. It helps introduce your church members and visitors to what United Methodist
Women does in your community and around the world while adding to the richness of the worship.
UMW Sunday worship service resources,
Coming soon to the
The East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women’s website. www.eocumc.com/umw
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2017 – 2020 Quadrennial Priorities
Learning and Leading …Using the Principles of God’s Word
Summary of the 2017-2020 QP:
Priority #1: Human Rights - God’s Word: Know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words
of understanding; to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and equity. Proverbs 1:2-3

Church Women United believes every child has the right to a quality education. We
support innovative learning environments for our children designed to protect human dignity and support their wellbeing and full development. We work to ensure our children are prepared to compete, produce and thrive in the
global economies of the 21st century.
Focus: Child Education Awareness
Action Steps:
• Work with students (as tutors and mentors), contribute school supplies, and attend school board meetings.
• Adopt-a-child, a-teacher or a-student mother.
• Volunteer at a school library or cafeteria.
• Host an Education Awareness Day at your church, home or community center.
• Meet with Local Legislators to recommend ways to improve local education system’s performance.
• Write a letter to your Congressional members urging them to ensure all children have equal access to a quality education.

Priority #2: Hunger and Poverty - God’s Word: A brother or sister in Christ might need clothes or food. If you say to that person “God be with you I hope you stay warm and get plenty to eat, but you do not give what that person needs, your words are
worth nothing. James 2:15-16
Church Women United believes children, our most vulnerable citizens, are entitled to nutritious food choices and food security to
ensure a healthy lifestyle, academic achievement, and economic productivity. As women of faith we are called to feed the poor,
shelter the homeless and protect our children.
Focus: Childhood Hunger
Action Steps:
• Work to eradicate hunger: support your local foodbank or give excess food from your gardens to local soup kitchens and
homeless shelters.
• Fight food waste in your households and support local restaurants that are Food Recovery Certified.
• Support living wage policy proposals to fight poverty in low income earning families.
• Experience hunger for yourself or in your household or ask your Congressional member to do so.
• Participate in existing Snack Pack/Back Pack Buddies program or start one.
• Communicate to your Congressional members the importance of protecting existing
federal programs that serve children, their families and others living on the margins.
Priority #3: Health and Wellness - God’s Word: A sound heart is life to the body. Proverbs 14:30
Church Women United women live full lives and fill many roles; including demanding careers. We often take little time for ourselves and virtually give little to no attention to our health. We pledge to be more attentive to our health and support other women
in championing their health and well-being.
Focus: Women’s Health-Heart Disease
Action Steps:
• Familiarize yourself with the American Heart Association website. http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/
• Participate and host programs to inform and educate women on heart health.
• Know your heart health: eat heart healthy foods and get the recommended amount of sleep.
• Build fun and relaxation in your day, week and month: minimize stress in your life.
• Join an exercise group and commit to a regular workout program or form one of your own.
Continued on page 10
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Priority #4: Diversity and Inclusiveness - God’s Word: In Christ’s family there can be no division… Among
us you are equal, that is, we are in Common relationship with Jesus Christ. Galatians 3: 28
Church Women United understands in an increasingly diverse and global world, the gospel of Christ is our
example for embracing differences: in wealth, in ethnicity, in culture, and in race. Our ecumenical partner
ships, valued faith traditions and Christian perspectives provide valuable resources for addressing the
intersections of race, ethnicity and culture.
Focus: Racial, Ethnic Equality and Cultural Inclusion

Action Steps:
• Show warm and gracious hospitality to your neighbor.
• Support policy positions that advance equality and acceptance of all God’s creation.
• Seek ways to inform and enhance your own racial understanding and cultural competency.
• Be open to diverse views and voices in various life settings: church, community and business.
• Create cultural inclusion opportunities in your units, churches and communities.
• Visit a museum or participate in an event that represents a culture or ethnicity other than your own.

Downloadable, complete version of CWU’s 2017-2020 Quadrennial Priority at
http://www.churchwomen.org/

District Officers have two training sessions available in March.
Saturday, March 18, 2017,
at Strongsville United Methodist Church, 13500 Royalton Road, Strongsville, Ohio 44136.
Saturday, March 25, 2017,
at Christ United Methodist Church, 648 Oak Street, Newcomerstown, Ohio 43832
My understanding is the ladies of the host church will provide morning nibbles at 9:00 AM. We shall start
promptly at 9:30 AM, head for the training sessions by 10:50, be back in the sanctuary for closing by 11:45
AM, and be out by Noon. Right now each office will be offered at both locations with one event being no
more than 1 ½ hours from your local church. The conference officers will be prepared for all ten of their par
ticular district counterparts being at the first training event. Those not attending there will be expected at the
second. If you are not going to be a district officer in 2017 or are changing positions, please make sure the
woman taking the position you hold now is aware of the training and makes arrangements to attend.

Prayer is a time when we ask God to supply our
needs of health, well-being, and wisdom for self,
family and friends. We give thanks and praise
Him for who He is in our lives. We humbly ask for
blessings assured that He listens to our requests.
We ask for guidance as we set about locating the
leadership being developed to serve as your
UMW conference team.

Prayerfully consider whether God is calling you to
share your talents and gifts with other sisters of
United Methodist Women of East Ohio
Conference. Please contact me to ask any
questions you may have and to get a prospective
leadership form to fill out for a friend or yourself to
include this information in our talent bank. May
God richly bless you in 2017. In His Service,

Rita Kyser, Committee on Nominations Chair
1820 Adams Road - Route 2, Mansfield, OH 44903
H: 419.895.1868 C: 419.512.6576 Ritajkyser@aol.com
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Opportunities for Spiritual Growth
20th century social activist and Catholic worker Dorothy Day brings to question how we revolutionize the world around us. Like her and many of our foremothers, we strive to answer
Day's question of revolution – and many of us have found that the work for change does, in
fact, "start with each one of us." Spiritual growth has been a long-held part of the work of
United Methodist Women and is an expression of our personal and communal commitments to see Christ in the world.
As we embark on the journey for spiritual growth together, let this website (www.unitedmethodistwomen.org)serve as a
place where you can find new, innovative ideas for worship, books that guide your time together over dinner, coffee, or
small group, and opportunities for radical, fearless, and bold leadership.
Spiritual growth is an act of engagement. It is not static or stagnant; it moves, is pushed against, molded and shaped in our
hands and hearts! The revolution in the world begins with a revolution within us.

Are you ready for the journey?
With hope,
Alisha L. Gordon, M.Div.
Executive for Spiritual Growth

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/spiritual-growth

Reading Program: 2017
The Reading Program encourages members to think critically about current issues through an annual selection of memberreviewed books. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen your spirituality and to broaden your understanding of our mission
work.

Here are some of the Reading Program books that are available at the Mission Resource Center.
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
A leading scholar explores the importance of physical objects and sensory experience in the practice of religion.
Humans are needy. We need things: objects, keepsakes, stuff, tokens, knickknacks, bits and pieces, junk, and treasure.
We carry special objects in our pockets and purses, and place them on shelves in our homes and offices. As commonplace as these objects are, they can also be extraordinary, as they allow us to connect with the world beyond our skin.

This is the story of Joe, whose life is irrevocably transformed one spring day when his mother is attacked. As she
takes to her bed, Joe is increasingly alone and finds himself thrust prematurely into an adult world for which he is ill
prepared. May contain provocative language.

How the Unlikely Lineage of Jesus Reveals God’s Amazing Love
Gary Chapman and Chris Fabry search the scriptures for examples of God’s grace in the lives of those
named in Jesus’ lineage, but what they find are people with faults just like the rest of us. In Extraordinary
Grace, you will hear the call of grace, laugh and be overtaken by grace, and know the extraordinary grace
that comes from loving Jesus.
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Mission u 2017
Mount Union University
Alliance, Ohio
July 21-23, 2017
Mission u (formerly called Schools of Christian Mission) is an annual experience of ministry,
spiritual growth, mission studies, and focus groups on current social concerns, mission projects
and programs, special ministries, and other topics of interest. Mission u is usually held on the
third weekend in July at University of Mount Union. We offer a one-day sampler for the adult
& children studies on Friday from 9:00 AM through 4:00 PM. The Adult Sampler includes
short presentations of all three studies, a continental breakfast, lunch, and its own focus groups.
The Children’s Sampler also gives an abbreviated presentation which includes the study, crafts,
and music. The children also usually preform some of the music they learn.
The three-day experience starts Friday evening and goes until noon on Sunday. Friday’s dinner, Saturday’s breakfast, lunch, and dinner plus Sunday’s breakfast are included with lodging.
Commuter’s registration includes Saturday’s lunch but other meals are at the attendee’s expense but can be purchased at the door of the cafeteria. Friday evening has a plenary and the
first Bible/Spiritual Growth study. On Saturday, there are two sessions with one of the area
studies. One study is on a particular geographical area; the other is on a social issue. Each of
these studies is offered for two years with the studies changing on different years to enable participants to take one the first year and the other the next year. Saturday night brings a special
dinner followed by a special program to go along with the year’s theme. Sunday brings the
second Spiritual Growth session along with a closing worship service and Communion service.
In 2016, men were invited to the Sampler for an introduction to Mission u. Due to the positive
input from this experience, the men are being welcomed again this year to the Sampler.
In 2018, the plan is to be able to include men in the 3-Day experience as well.
“We are all called to Missions."

Adult Studies: Living as a Covenant Community with Rev. Nathan Howe,
Missionary Conferences (1st year) with Dr. Linda Crowell and Rev. Steve Court, Rev Kelly Brown (two groups)
Climate Justice (2nd Year) with Rev. Don Kuntz
Youth Study on Missionary Conferences with Rev. Barb Ross & Mrs. Doris Brown

Children’s Study:
Joined & Held Together (Missionary Conference) with Mrs. Mary Beth Manns and Mrs. Beth Canfield
Young Women (18 to 21)
Rev Susan Brown

Contacts:

Ms. Betty Spencer, Dean (330-686-0245) bettybeebee75@gmail.com
Dr. Maggie Jackson, Assistant Dean (216-857-6262) mag.jackson@csuohio.edu

East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women
Keeping Current

February 2017
Page 13

East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women

2017 Mission u

Mission u One-Day Sampler July 21st
* Men Invited to register for One-Day Sampler *
Mission u Three-Day Event July 21st-23rd

Living as a Covenant Community: Spiritual Growth Study 2017
This study examines major covenants throughout the Bible
and what they reveal about God’s character and eternal love for us.
It will enhance your understanding of how
God works with us, in us, and through us.

Study Leader: Rev Nathan Howe
Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action
Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action will deepen your understanding and awareness of climate change and
its impact on God’s creation. The study highlights justice, peace, and integrity of creation as important dimensions of partnering in God’s mission today. It offers participants biblical, theological, and ethical insights
as the basis of their advocacy on climate justice in churches and in the public sphere.
Diverse Perspectives
Each chapter gives a different perspective of climate justice through the eyes of eight diverse
authors. Participants will study:
 the ways God has asked us to care for the earth;
 the perspectives of those who are currently affected by the realities of climate
change;
 the meaning of climate justice and the perspective and priorities it requires; and
 the rich resources available in the life of the Church and beyond to address these concerns.
Study Leader: Rev Donald Kuntz

Missionary Conferences of The United Methodist Church in the United States
Geographic Mission Study 2017
The aim of the study is to give an overview of the three missionary conferences in The
United Methodist Church, the contexts out of which they grew and their current engagements: The Alaska United Methodist Conference, Red Bird Missionary Conference, and
the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference are a hybrid of home and international missionary work.
What does the future look like for these conferences? Broad-ranging conversations are
taking place around this question. The General Board of Global Ministries and the missionary conferences are exploring best operational and structural options for maximizing mission and ministry going
forward in these unique locations. These dialogues, different in each case, have begun and will take
place across the 2017– 2020 quadrennial. The objective is mutuality in mission partnership and collaboration, which provides the heartbeat of all productive mission within the United Methodist connection
Study Leaders: Rev Steve Court, Rev Kelly Brown and Dr Linda Crowell
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Mission u 2017
Study Leaders
Born and raised in northeast Ohio, Rev. Nathan Howe received his undergraduate education at Ohio
Northern University and graduated with an M.Div. in 2008 and a D.Min. in 2015, both from Wesley Theological Seminary. He has served as pastor in local congregations in Tiffin, Ohio from 2008 to 2012 and in
Niles, Ohio from 2012 to the present. In addition to providing pastoral leadership in the local congregation, Rev. Howe has chaired the EOC Church and Society Committee from 2012 to the present and has
served in other capacities on the District and Conference level. He has taught at Mission U previously, in
2011, 2012 and 2016 and looks forward to the opportunity to learn together again this year.
Rev Donald Kuntz r aised in Akron, has 30 year s of pastor al ministr y, including urban and rural churches. Currently serves Lodi UMC. Served as
hospital chaplain at Akron Children's, and EMT in Wayne Co. Rev Kuntz has
been on over 2 dozen mission trips in the US, Mexico and Honduras.
Rev Kuntz is married to Dr. Tammy Kuntz,
the East Ohio Conference UMVIM coordinator.

Dr. Linda Johnson Crowell, the eldest of seven children, is a native of Columbus, Georgia.
She received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology from Knoxville College, Knoxville, Tennessee,
a Master of Science in Social Administration (Social Work) from Case Western Reserve University
and a Doctor of Philosophy in Social Welfare from Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland,
Ohio.
She is an Associate Professor Emeritus- Social Work University of Akron. She was employed at
Cuyahoga County Department of Human Services for nearly 20 years and at Case Western Reserve
University for five years. She is the president of Linda Crowell Consulting Associates and most recently Dr. Crowell served
as the Evaluation Consultant for Northern Ohio Recovery Association. She currently serves as the Campus Coordinator
for the Cleveland State University Child Welfare University Partnership Program. She is the author of 101 Helps for Helpers (a book of meditations, inspiration and insights for helpers and everyone).
Dr. Crowell serves Aldersgate United Methodist Church in several capacities and is a member of The Heritage Chorale.
She currently serves on the East Oho Conference Board of Pensions, is a member of the Conference Council on Ministries committee, and Conference Secretary for Global Ministries. She has served the United Methodist Women at the local,
district and conference levels including School of Mission study leader and Ubuntu Journey team leader. She has participated in mission trips to Sierra Leone and Liberia West Africa.
Dr. Crowell was a delegate to the 2008 General and Jurisdictional Conferences and a reserve delegate for 2012 and 2016.
She is a member of the Board of Directors for the United Methodist Publishing House. In addition, she served on the board
and as Vice Chairperson of the Board of Directors for Berea Children’s Home and Family Services (Ohio Guidestone) and
is presently Interim Chairperson of Stepstone Academy, a charter school of Ohio Guidestone
.

Dr. Crowell presents workshops and training on various topics, and she has spoken at numerous church programs and
events. She also facilitates retreats for women’s groups and church groups.
She is married to Henry and they have one son, Mark.
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Mission u 2017-Study Leaders
Rev. Steven Court is the Director of Connectional Ministries for the East Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church.
He is the conference staff person that relates to many conference boards, committees, commissions and task groups, including the Conference Council on Ministries, Board of Laity, Board of Mission, and the Annual Conference Program committee.
Steve, a Galion, OH native, was deeply influenced by and came to faith at Saint Paul United Methodist Church. He
received his call to ordained ministry as an adult while serving as a volunteer youth leader at New Dover UMC in New
Jersey.
He began his ministry at the Allerton and Norton UMCs near Clinton, NJ while in seminary. He later served St. John’s
UMC in Hope, NJ before transferring to the East Ohio Conference in 1995.
Steve served Senecaville and Mt. Ephraim UMCs for 3 years and then Strasburg UMC for nine before being appointed
to the cabinet in 2008. He was superintendent of the Southern Hills District until being appointed to his current position in 2014.
Rev. Court finds meaning and spiritual growth in Bible study, conversation, youth fellowship, and hands on service
including disaster response and mission teams.
A graduate of The Ohio State University and of Drew University, Court began his professional life as a systems analyst
with Exxon Chemical Technology in New Jersey and Texas.
He and his wife, Elsa, are parents of two daughters, a son, and are now the proud grandparents of twin girls.

Rev. Kelly Brown brings many gifts and experiences to his role as director for Congregational Vitality.
He has served the East Ohio Conference in many capacities:
Member of the conference New Church Start team
Member of, and assistant facilitator for, the New Church Start Academy
Church Growth with Integrity consultant
Member of the conference Board of Camps and Retreat Ministries, where he served on the
executive committee and as chairperson of both the program committee and the vision task group
Member of various district strategy teams
Member of various ordained ministry district committees
Brown's involvement with the East Ohio Conference began at a young age when he attended Camp Wanake. As a teen,
he served on the Conference Council on Youth Ministries (CCYM). Then as a young adult he returned to Camp Wanake
as a member of the staff.
Brown served East Ohio Conference pastorates at Gay Street United Methodist Church, Sycamore/Smithville UMCs,
New Philadelphia Otterbein UMC, and Leroy UMC. He also served St. Paul UMC in the West Ohio Conference, and
taught at Red Bird Mission in Kentucky.
Brown received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Baldwin-Wallace College and a Master of Divinity from United Theological Seminary. He and his wife, Amy, are parents of a son and a daughter.

Mission u Drive-In Day and Three Day Events Registration
2017 Adult Registr ation
University of Mount Union

Please register online at http://tinyurl.com/MissionU2017
Or by US Mail

(Using one form per person; duplicate as needed)
Mark which Event you will be attending:
Received by 6/1/17
Received 6/2/17 or later
_______ Mission u Sampler (Fri. 7/21)
$70.00
$90.00
_______ Mission u Three-Day Event (7/21-23) Double Room $170.00
$190.00
(Persons who require a double room and no roomate must pay DOUBLE)
______ Mission u Three-Day Event (7/21-23) Single Room
$250.00
$270.00
______ Mission u Three-Day Event (7/21-23) Commuter*
$75.00
$95.00 *(Sat. lunch included)
Cancellations before 7/15/17 have a $25.00 Service Charge
NO REFUNDS AFTER JULY 15, 2017
Name:

______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________
City: ___________________________________

Church: ______________________
District: ______________________

State: _____ Zip Code: ______________

Phone: ____________________

Cell: __________________ Email: _____________________

Roommate's Name (if applicable)

_________________________________________________

_____

The Missionary Conferences of the UMC (1st year)

______ Climate Justice (2nd year)

The Sampler is an overview of all three studies. In the three-day event, attendees will take the Spiritual Growth Study (A Covenantal Community (Part I) plus the choice of the other two areas of study. If attending the three-day event, please indicate your first
choice you would prefer of the other two studies. Each study is on for a two-year term. Therefore the first-year study will be offered again next year but the second-year study is in its last year at Mission u.

_____ First-time Attendee _____ Scholarship Recipient ____ District Officer
_____ Deaconess

_____ Conference Officer

_____ Pastor

_____ Missionary

_____ Young Women Age 18-21

Please note any special needs (Dietary/Physical) ______________________________________

For US Mail:
Mail Completed form to Registrar: Regina McAlister,
5479 Cadwallader Sonk Road, Fowler, OH 44418-9714
Phone 330-637-9586 E-mail: mcalisterregina@yahoo.com
AMOUNT ENCLOSED __________
Make check or money order payable to East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women (EOC UMW)

You will receive registration confirmation and Mission u attendee information either by postal mail or email.

Mission u Three Day Event Registration
2017 Youth Registr ation
University of Mount Union

Please register online at http://tinyurl.com/MissionU2017
Or by US Mail

(Use one form per person; duplicate as needed)
Mark which Event you will be attending:

Received by 6/1/17

_______ Mission u Three-Day Event (7/21-23) Double Room $170.00
_______ Mission u Three-Day Event (7/21-23) Commuter*
$75.00

Received 6/2/17 or later
$190.00
$95.00 *(Sat. lunch included)

Cancellations before 7/15/17 have a $25.00 Service Charge
NO REFUNDS AFTER JULY 15, 2017
Name:

______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________
City: ___________________________________
Phone: ____________________

Church: ______________________
District: ______________________

State: _____ Zip Code: ______________

Cell: __________________ Email: _____________________

Age:________________
Roommate's Name _________________________________________________
____ First-time Attendee____ Scholarship Recipient ____ District Officer _____ Conference Officer
Please note any special needs (Dietary/Physical) ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

For US Mail:
Mail Completed form to Registrar: Regina McAlister,
5479 Cadwallader Sonk Road, Fowler, OH 44418-9714
Phone 330-637-9586 E-mail: mcalisterregina@yahoo.com
AMOUNT ENCLOSED __________
Make check or money order payable to East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women (EOC UMW)

You will receive registration confirmation and Mission u attendee information either by postal mail or email.

Mission u Drive-In Day and Three Day Event Registration
2017 Child Registration
University of Mount Union

Please register online at http://tinyurl.com/MissionU2017
Or by US Mail
(Use one form per person; duplicate as needed)
Mark which Event you will be attending:

Received by 6/1/17

_______ Mission u Sampler (Fri. 7/21)
_______ Mission u Three-Day Event (7/21-23) Double Room
_______ Mission u Three-Day Event (7/21-23) Commuter*

Received 6/2/17 or later

$60.00
$80.00
$65.00

$80.00
$100.00
$85.00 *(Sat. lunch
included)

Cancellations before 7/15/17 have a $25.00 Service Charge
NO REFUNDS AFTER JULY 15, 2017
Name: ______________________________________

Church: ______________________

Address: ____________________________________

District: ______________________

City: ___________________________________

State: _____ Zip Code: ______________

Phone: ____________________ Cell: __________________ Email: _____________________
Age:_____________________
____ First-time Attendee

Sponsor/Roommate's Name: ___________________________
____ Scholarship Recipient

Please note any special needs (Dietary/Physical) ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

For US Mail:
Mail Completed form to Registrar: Regina McAlister,
5479 Cadwallader Sonk Road, Fowler, OH 44418-9714
Phone 330-637-9586 E-mail: mcalisterregina@yahoo.com
AMOUNT ENCLOSED ________________
Make check or money order payable to East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women (EOC UMW)
Please send with sponsor’s registration
You will receive registration confirmation and Mission u attendee information either by postal mail or email.

Mission u
2016 Adult/Youth/Child Scholarship Application
University of Mount Union
(Use one form perperson; duplicate as needed)

Must be Received by June 1, 2017

I WISH TO ATTEND: ______ Mission u Three-Day Event
Name: ______________________________________

Church: _____________________

Address: ____________________________________

District: _____________________

City: ___________________________________

State: _____ Zip Code:_____________

Phone: ____________________ Cell: __________________ Email: ____________________
_____ First-time Attendee
I am a child ______

_____ Pastor _____ Missionary _____ Deaconess

I am a woman in my _____ Teens _____ Twenties _____ Thirties _____Forties

PLEASE INCLUDE A PARAGRAPH STATING
WHY YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND MISSION u.

Mail Completed form to:
Mission Coordinator for Education & Interpretation

Carol Nelson Burn
P O Box 376,
Kelleys Island, Ohio 43438.

Questions? Please email cnbkelleys@yahoo.com
You will receive registration confirmation and Mission u attendee information
either by postal mail or email.
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PLEASE PRINT/COPY THIS
NEWSLETTER AND GIVE TO
ALL. WE NEED YOU TO HELP
SPREAD THE NEWS!!

—————————————————————

Fall Newsletter article deadline:
September 1

2017
IMPORTANT UMW DATES
District Leadership Training by Conference Officers
March 18 Strongsville UMC
March 25 Christ UMC, Newcomerstown
April 16
Easter
April 23
UMW Sunday
June 11-15 Annual Conference at Lakeside

Newsletter of the East Ohio Conference
United Methodist Women, Kathy Kuhn , President.

Published two times yearly: spring and fall.
Copying permission is granted.
Complimentary copies to local unit presidents and treasurers,

Mission U

One-Day Sampler
Three-Day Event

July 21st is CO-ED
July 21st-23rd

Information on pages 12—19

East Ohio UMW District and Conference Mission Team.
Questions/comments: direct to rlsutton5@yahoo.com

Mission Resource Center

Phone: 800-305-9857
Website: www.umwmissionresources.org
E-mail: cs@umwmissionresources.org

“ANNUAL CELEBRATION”
AT THE BUCYRUS UMC
October 27-28, 2017

