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Hear the Bells Ring?
For those of you who know me, really know me, you know I collect bells
and have for about 50 years. When I left for New York in 1989, the collection was just over 150 individual bells. When returning to Ohio, the collection had multiplied to 703 (counting wind chimes as 1 bell). The majority of
those bells have not seen the light of day in 18 years. However
each and every one of them from the hand-carried Irish cut crystal to the bell whittled out of the lava from Mount St. Helen has Kathy Kuhn, President
a particular person and/or travel memory attached. Most of us have stories and
memories centering around bells including “It’s a Wonderful Life”, Charlie who
got his wings when the bell at the end of the movie rang. Right now we are going
to consider three bells from the 703.
One of my former New York staff is originally from Belize. Bells were not known in her native country but Geri wanted to bring me back one which would be unforgettable. Her cousin
is a carver. So she explained to him what a bell looks like and asked him to make one especially for me. Well, the cousin understood that there was a ball in the center and the basic
shape of the bell. He also knew Geri wanted it to be unique. But he did not understand the actual function of a bell. Therefore I got a beautiful 8” ebony bell, carved in one piece with
‘steps’ of about 1/16” around the inside of the bell which circled a perfectly round sphere.
Needless to say, not only did that bell not ring, but it also could not be touched by human
hands as the oil from human hands dissolves the wood. It is to this day one of my most prized
possessions but will never mean more than the person who gave it to me. And yes, she is still
a big part of my life.
The second bell is one I commissioned myself. One of the Executive staff at GBGM was a
specialist in stained glass. I asked him to make me a bell. The thought of a bell shaped in
swirling colors was what dreams could be made of. When Ed gave me the bell, he was so
proud of his work and I was totally appalled, not just by the look of it but also what he
charged. The bell was made of rounded clumps of colored glass held together with clumps of
pewter. One clump of glass hung down from the center on two twisted strands of wire, which
were not even straight. I paid him for it and took it home, not knowing what to do with it.
Finally, it made it to the kitchen window, not anywhere near the ‘pretty bells’. Saturday afternoon, God’s light targeted that bell and my kitchen became a rainbow!
Continued on page 2
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The third bell is an old, rusty cow bell found in the mixture of straw and
manure in a barn being torn down. It was given to me because the friend
knew I would give it a home. It cleaned up well but will never be pretty.
So what’s so special, the bell still has the tone and quality of the Boston
Pops orchestra on their best day. And yes, it sat proudly among the ‘pretty’
collector bells in my New Jersey sunroom.
As I personally move on into a new and different ministry, I ask you think on these three
bells. Are you pretty and embody love extraordinaire but can’t be touched? Does God’s light
shine through you making you beautiful? Last and probably most important, does it take
someone picking you up and shaking you to make you sound beautiful? May you go with God
fully in your life and ministry.
Kathy

United Methodist Women Purpose: An organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God
and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global ministries of the Church.

Working for Justice Through Service & Advocacy
Issue Priorities: 2016-2020

Learn more at
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/service-advocacy
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Susan Huston

Next year will be the 150 birthday of United
Methodist Women, celebrated by over 800,000
women around the globe. For those 150 years
UMW has continued the tradition established by our
foremothers by stepping out boldly whenever
necessary to carry out God’s will and provide
strength and support to women, children and youth
throughout the world.
We will begin this birthday celebration at Annual
Celebration, October 26 & 27, hosted by the Ohio
Valley District at Mt. Pleasant UMC in Carrollton.
The registration form and other information is
included in this newsletter. Please encourage the
units in your district to attend.
I want UMW ladies to come to the event so they
can drive though the fall country side to a beautiful
and welcoming church in rural Ohio.
I want the ladies to come Friday evening to hear
Laura Burns speak to us about Mom’s Clean Air
Force. Laura is an Ohio Field Organizer for Mom’s
Clean Air Force.
I want the ladies to come and hear the Rev. Lu
Ann Youngman speak to us Saturday morning about
bold women of the Bible. Rev. Youngman is an
ordained elder in the UMC, serves on District and
Conference Boards, speaks at retreats and
conferences and has authored her own book. And
we are going to be blessed Saturday with special
music provided by a college student.
In addition to all this, we will experience
conversations on “A Way Forward” and hear
Susanna Wesley tell her story.
Mostly, I want the ladies to come to Annual
Celebration to experience the fellowship of other
United Methodist Women and rekindle the spark that
led 8 women 150 years ago to save their clothing
allowance in order to send Isabella Thoburn and Dr.
Clara Swain to India as our first female missionaries.

September 2018
Page 3

EOC UMW Officers 2018
President Kathy Kuhn
740-537-3523
kathy.kuhn@sbcglobal.net
Vice President Susan Huston
330-312-2739
susanhuston178@yahoo.com
Secretary Becky Neibarger
740-392-1613
rebecky4659@yahoo.com
Treasurer Sandra Hodge
440-774-1176
hodgenterprises@frontier.com
Nominations Chairperson

Gail Alexander
740-848-4002
gailalexander1943@yahoo.com

Program Resources Wendy Galloway
419-525-0166
winksbywendy@gmail.com
Education & Interpretation
Carol Nelson Burns
419-503-2526
cnbkelleys@yahoo.com
Membership Nurture/Outreach
Kim Allen
740-685-2168
kim.allen@rollinghills.K12.oh.us
Social Action Sue McKay
440-265-4267
retiredmckay@yahoo.com
Spiritual Growth Beth Saling
740-732-2071
bsaling@myfatlink.net
Communications Coor. Becky Sutton
740-622-3601
rlsutton5@yahoo.com
Webmaster
Kathy Kuhn
kathy.kuhn@sbcglobal.net
Historian Pat Fahey
330-998-6414
gfahey@roadrunner.com
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Standing Rules - changes that will be voted on at Annual Celebration
Items to be deleted have a strike through
items to be added are italicized and underlined or red italicized and underlined

II Committees
F. Committee on Nominations

Membership of the Committee on Nominations shall consist of nine (9) up to fifteen (15) members
divided into four (4) rotating classes elected for a four-year term. The members shall consist of the
chair, one member from each of the ten district plus up to four more to better balance factors
including but not limited to age, ethnic background, town/city/rural, education, and work
experience and training.
Rationale: Having a person from each district on the Committee allows for better
representation across the Conference as having ladies from each particular district
gives a more accurate picture of the grass roots. With the additional four positions
available, all points of view and interests can more aptly represented.

8. As per recommendation of United Methodist Women, Inc., East Ohio Conference adopts the
recommendation of an annual review and evaluation for each position of the Mission Team. This
process will be carried out by the Chair of Nominations in conjunction with the President and serve
to ensure that each officer is not only upholding her position but also has the tools, training, and
support to do so.
Rationale: Having a formal system in place allows for a less stressful review process plus
gives the officer an opportunity to state her needs and seek help with both workload and
a way to just figure out what her position is really all about.
J. Annual Directory
The Conference United Methodist Woman Secretary will forward copies of the Directory to the
Area Center for the Bishop, Assistant to the Bishop, CCOM Director, Annual Conference Office
Secretary, each district Superintendent, Jurisdictional President, and the Women’s Division United
Methodist Women, Inc. Executive for Leadership enhancement.
Rationale: Clarification of exactly which secretary distributes and which secretary receives
and update missed language change.
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Legacy Fund
Dear Sisters in Christ,
I would like to give you a short update on Legacy Fund giving for 2018. New York reported in April that the funds
raised totaled $20,197,087 or 33% of the campaign goal. On the National Day of Giving, March 23 rd, 2018 United Methodist Women members, friends, and partners raised $270,643.54 for the Legacy Fund! East Ohio Conference contributed $1669.52 of this amount. As of 5/17/18 the sales of the jewelry pendant and special SMR pin has resulted in
$35,900.00 in giving. First Quarter 2018 contributions from the East Ohio Conference totaled $2631.90. From the inception of the fund until 4/30/18 contributions from the East Ohio Conference total $22,273.22. At Mission u in July we
studied the connection between our faith and our money and building God’s kin-dom (beloved community) on earth. We
talked about faith, service, and advocacy. We learned that it is our responsibility to be good stewards of all that is the
Lord’s and to care for his creation. It is essential that we make the connection between our faith and our money and
use our advocacy, service, and money to meet that responsibility and create the kin-dom that God desires for His people. The Legacy Fund, an endowment fund, established by United Methodist Women in 2014 with a goal of
$60,000,000.00 will assure that the work and mission of United Methodist Women will continue through future generations. I continue to ask you and your Units to remember and support the Legacy Fund in your giving in order that the
work of United Methodist Women for women, children, and youth will continue to be viable in the foreseeable future and
beyond. Working together, we can make God’s kin-dom a reality.
Carolyn Squires
EOC Legacy 150 Liaison

Gifts to the Legacy Fund
can be made in several ways:
Online at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
• By phone: 800-278-7771 (8 am-6pm EST, M-F)

•
•

Text Legacy150 to 41444
By check: note "Legacy Fund" in memo and mail to:
United Methodist Women: Treasurer's Office 15th Floor

•

475 Riverside Drive New York, NY 10115.

Remittance Due Dates
For District Treasurers
Below is the annual breakdown of district submissions dates.
We request remittances be sent in by the
tenth (10th) calendar day after month end.
The only exception is the fourth quarter.
District remittances must be received by the conference treasurer no later than December 30.
Monies sent and collected after December 30 will be carried over and coded as a 2019 receipt.
Q #1: January1 to March 30
Q #2: April 1 to June 30
Q #3: July 1 to September 30
Q #4: October 1 to December 18th
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Mission u 2018: “In Mission, OUR lives are transformed”
Mission u provides an important forum for inspired, and inspiring, learning in depth about local, regional, national, and world wide areas of study. It is the foundation to seeing ourselves in the larger picture of UMW energy
working as Wesley envisioned: transforming the world by our Christian Mission to be “the hands and feet of Jesus”
in our own communities, and to strangers.
Dean Dr. Maggie Jackson opened the 3 day study session describing UMW as doing “God’s work [for] justice and
equality.” She noted United Methodist Women “step up when others step back, step in when others step out.” Spiritual
Growth Coordinator Beth Saling centered our gathering of “sisters in Christ” with a devotional reading and prayer, calling us to “defend the weak against the power of the strong, and the poor against the anger of the rich” (Methodist
Hymnal #546). Beth closed requesting of God that we might “do some work of peace for thee.”
Dr. Linda Crowell informed about missionary conferences in Appalachia, Native American Tribal lands, and Alaska.
These communities are defined by geographic as well as cultural boundaries and region-specific resources or lack
thereof, creating unique and discreet needs for sustaining the people’ lives in their specific circumstances. The establishment, and eventual disbanding, of the race-specific Central Jurisdiction was also discussed, both its origination and
its demolishment testimony to the experiences of Black Americans’ unique status and witness to effecting social justice
within the Methodist Church. It was the merger with the United Brethren Church that prompted elimination of the Central Jurisdiction, and integration as a condition of conjoining into what is now the United Methodist Church of today.
Conference and District Treasurers Sandra Hodge and Carolyn Squires engaged us in exercises, discussion, and information to examine personal, Biblical, and John Wesley’s attitudes about spending and saving, and about money itself.
We considered “socially responsible investing,” building sustainable communities, and whether (or to what extent) we
are defined by worries about scarcity. Thus asking, can we move beyond our cultural view of fear about having
“enough”— and how much is “enough”?
Rev. David Andrews provided examples and encouraged thinking about “covenantal living” in God’s creation with the
earth and with one another. He presented a video describing Yale Divinity School’s program and course development
as leaders came to realize the intersection of religious practices with ecological perspectives: even our communion
elements depend on clean water to grow crops for bread and wine. The film “Evan Almighty” was referenced as a
modern day, reluctant (and humorous) Noah, responding to God’s directives about “covenantal relationships” within
and with others of God’s creation.
Rev. Matthew Laferty presented an animated personal journey from his pronouncement at age 15 of his intent to go to
Russia, to his current appointment serving the multi-ethnic English speaking congregation of Vienna, Austria—AFTER
his earlier appointment to Russia. Pictures of river baptisms, an eclectic collection of diverse skin colorings, native languages, national origins, ages and many other factors unite the congregation he serves. His story, and its photo history,
taught us much about the mission of ministry, in which, as he pointed out, it is not just “the other” who is changed by
such work, but change within the one who comes thinking to be “the conductor” of change.
Discussion groups provided forums to engage in small group discussion while learning about such topics as the status
of “The Way Forward,” historical impacts of mass incarceration and current realities of attitudes about retributive justice” instead of “restorative justice” practices that continue to punish those who served their time and obstruct or deny
their integration into full lives in community. Visions for re-vitalizing EOC UMW, and exploring ideas for reducing gun
violence were also discussion forums.
Interspersed throughout the 3 day study sessions, youth and children studied their own topics related to the adult topics, produced artifacts of their time together, and performed songs for all of us. Their energy, under the committed
work of leaders Mary Beth Manns, Beth Canfield, Mikaela Ashburn and Olivia Dixon inspired us all with hope and faith
in the future of United Methodist Women’s 150+ years of commitment to transforming lives that will transform our
world.

PLAN now to attend Mission u 2019, July 19-21, for a one-day sampler of Mission study topics, or a 3 day
journey of sisterly fellowship, inspired learning, and revitalizing your faith in “what bold women can accomplish,” together. And please remember that scholarships are available for adults and children, for either
the sampler or full study event by contacting me.
Carol Nelson Burns, Ph.D.
EOC Education & Interpretation Coordinator
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The East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women Website is progressing
To get to the website, go to the East Ohio Conference website (eocumc.com),
use the “Laity” dropdown, and choose United Methodist Women.
The home page has an overall view of East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women,
the current conference officers plus emails, and will have choices
to help you find
materials of interest and/or resources.
Such As:
2019 UMW Sunday materials
Mission u information/registration forms

District Fall Meeting Schedule 2018

District
Canal

Date
22-Sept-18

21-Sep-18

Firelands

29-Sep-18

Mahoning Valley

25-Oct-18

Mid-Ohio

13-Oct-18

North Coast

22-Sept-18

22-Oct-18

Ohio Valley
Southern Hills

18-Oct-18

Three Rivers

22-Sep-18

Tuscarawas

06-Oct-18

Western Reserve

06-Oct-18

Church

City
620 E.Turkeyfoot
Green Valley UMC
Lake Akron, OH
80 E. Buckeye
West Salem UMC
West Salem, OH
2001 Ohltown
Ohltown UMC
Mineral Ridge, OH
1640 Salem Rd
Salem UMC
Caledonia , OH
2537 Lee Road
Church of the Savior Cleveland Hts., OH
3167 Apollo Rd. SE
Harsh Memorial UMC
Carrollton, OH
Not Yet Available
475 High Street
Roscoe UMC
Coshocton, OH
156 Beaver Ave.NE
Otterbein UMC
New Philadelphia, OH
181 S. Main St.
Andover UMC
Andover, OH

Registration
Time
8:30 AM
9:30 AM
9:00 AM

11:00 am

9:00 AM
9:55 AM

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
8:30 AM
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The Reading Program Leads to Action
The Reading Program is a study opportunity, but it should also lead to action. Here are a few suggestions to assist you:
Pray. Books often raise concerns about people, countries and issues. Bring these concerns to God during your prayer time
at home and at group meetings.
Host a program. For example, a locally–sponsored program on climate justice could help the church and community explore ways to be better stewards of God’s Earth.
Organize. You and your group can contact the Office of Community Action to work on social action plans for your local
group and church. To obtain resources for community organizing,
e-mail Carol Barton at cbarton@unitedmethodistwomen.org.

The 2018 Reading Program has some interesting books, take a look
A Memoir of a Kidnapping That Changed Everything
Amanda Lindhout and Sara Corbett
Simon & Schuster, 2013
At 19, Amanda Lindhout began saving her waitressing tips so she could travel the globe. Aspiring to understand
the world and live a significant life, she backpacked through Latin America, Laos and India. She went on to Sudan, Syria and war-torn Afghanistan and Iraq, carving out a fledging career as a television reporter. In August
2008, she traveled to Somalia, “the most dangerous place on earth,'' and on her fourth day, she was abducted by a
group of masked men and held hostage for 460 days. She survived on memory, strategy, fortitude and hope, and
by reaching for a house in the sky when she became most desperate.

50 Women Every Christian Should Know: Learning from Heroines of the Faith
Michelle DeRusha
Paperback – September 16, 2014
Throughout history, countless women have boldly stepped out in faith and courage, leaving their indelible mark on
those around them and on the kingdom of God. In lively prose Michelle DeRusha tells their stories, bringing into
focus fifty incredible heroines of the faith. From Catherine of Siena, Teresa of Avila, and Anne Hutchison to Susanna Wesley, Harriet Tubman, and Corrie ten Boom, women both famous and admirable live again under
DeRusha's expert pen. These engaging narratives are a potent reminder to readers that we are not alone, the battles
we face today are not new, and God is always with us in the midst of the struggle.
Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a New America
Jim Wallis
Brazos Press, 2016
Jim Wallis has grasped with amazing clarity and insight the persistent pain and sin of racism in America. In America's Original Sin, we have not only a recounting of the pain of racism and xenophobia but also a hope-filled map
for a new, reconciled reality. In this powerful book, he calls for a new conversation in our homes, churches, sports
arenas and schools — conversations our nation desperately needs right now, especially parents and grandparents
raising our next generation of children — and action on the ground.

You can go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram/2018
to view other books for the 2018 Reading Program.
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ANNUAL CELEBRATION
October 26-27, 2018

Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church
89 Canyon Rd. SW
Carrollton, OH 44615
330-627-2219

Lodging at:

Days Inn (Behind Ponderosa Steakhouse)
1111 Canton Rd. (Rt. 43)
Carrollton, OH 44615
330-627-9314
Mention that you are with United Methodist Women. Rooms are reserved at $89.
Friday evening – Registration begins at 6:15 pm. Snacks will be provided.
Childcare will be provided for $4 per child. Please register.
Program begins at 7:00 pm. Keynote speaker:
Laura Burns, Ohio Field Organizer, Mom’s Clean Air Force
Program ends at 9:00 pm.
Saturday morning – Registration begins at 9:15 am. Continental breakfast and
lunch provided. Program begins at 10:00 am in the sanctuary.
Keynote speaker: Rev. Lu Ann Youngman, Ordained Elder in
the UMC and author of her book, Just a Girl.
Childcare will be provided for $4 per child. Please register.
Saturday afternoon – Business meeting in the sanctuary beginning at 1:00 pm.
Leadership development for District Officers will be offered
at 2:00 pm. Celebration ends at 3:00.
Directions: Carrollton is south of Canton on Rt. 43.

From Days Inn, take Canton Rd. south (Rt. 43).
Turn right at the square (S. Lisbon St.) and at the top of the square take Rt. 332 S.
Go (about 4 mi.).
Turn left onto Canyon Rd. SW. Church will be about 1 mile on the left.
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REGISTRATION FORM- POSTMARK BY OCT 15, 2018
East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women

ANNUAL CELEBRATION 0CTOBER 26-27, 2018
Mt. Pleasant UM Church,
89 Canyon Rd. SW
Carrollton, Ohio 44615
(330) 627-2219
Please fill out one form for each person attending.
Send your unit’s reservations together in one mailing.
Voting cards will be at the registration table.
Person’s name __________________________________________ phone_______________________________
Address________________________________________________________________ District________________
Email_________________________________________________ Church Unit____________________________
Any special dietary needs ______________________________________________________________________
Attending: Friday______________ Saturday _________________ Both _______________________
No. of Adult Reservations______ @ $16 per adult

_____________

Childcare is available for children 12 years of age & under: Note that a sack lunch and beverage is needed for each child

Circle one for child care:

Friday

Saturday

Both

Name(s) & Age(s)__________________________________________________________________
•

No. of Children ages 0-12 ______ @ $ 4 per child-per day _____________

Total Enclosed

___________

Make check payable to EOCUMW and mail completed registration form to:

Linda Groves
1135 Lake Shore Dr. NW
Carrollton, OHIO 44615

Contact person _________________________________ Phone _____________________
Name of voting delegate ____________________________________________________
(One delegate from each local unit)
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Mission u

July 19-21, 2019

July 19, 2019 One Day Sampler
Mount Union University, Alliance Ohio

2019 STUDIES
Spiritual Growth: Gospel of Mark (Radical Discipleship)
United Methodist Women in Mission: 150 Years and Beyond
Social Issue: What About Our Money?
Youth: Who do you say that I am? Seeing Jesus Through the Eyes of Mark
Children: Marked: A Mission Journey with Jesus in the Gospel of Mark
Dean: Maggie Jackson, mag.jackson@csuohio.edu
Assistant Dean: Martha Banks, banks@abackans.com
Did you loose a ring at 2018 Mission u? Contact Dean: Maggie or Pres. Kathy Kuhn

East Ohio UMW attended

Resources from Assembly
can be found at
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
assembly

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
We are still in need of a Treasurer for 2019 forward. I am attempting to call all the references our Committee has but as for now no success. Thanks to those who have accepted new positions and we are looking forward to some new programs for 2019 and
forward including evaluations for conference leaders and new members to the Nominations Committee with representatives from each district. This will give our UMW
Conference Staff representatives from each district with more evenly distributed persons with a voice in the executive staff.
God bless and keep us in your prayers.
Gail Alexander, Nominations Chairperson
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2019 Slate of Officers
Office

Name

District

President

Becky Sutton

Three Rivers

To Be Elected

Vice-President

Susan Hutson

Tuscarawas

Current

Secretary

Regina McAllister

Mahoning Valley

To Be Elected

Treasurer

Sandra Hodge

Firelands

Current

Chair, Nominations

Gail Alexander

Three Rivers

Current

Education & Interpretation

Carol Nelson Burns

Firelands

Current

Membership Nurture & Outreach

Margaret Harvey

Western Reserve

To Be Elected

Spiritual Growth

Beth Saling

Southern Hills

Current

Social Action

Sue McKay

Western Reserve

Current

Communications

Kathryn Kuhn

Ohio Valley

Appointed

Program Resources

Debra Jones

North Coast

Appointed

Webmaster

Kathryn Kuhn

Ohio Valley

Current

Teen University Women

Mikaela Ashburn-Ohio U
Olivia Dixon- Ohio U

Mahoning Valley
West Ohio

To Be Elected

Nominations Committee-2019

Emma Dixon

Mid-Ohio

Current

Nominations Committee-2020

Margaret Bullard

North Coast

Current

Historian

Serving 2016-2020 PROGRAM ADVISORY GROUP:
North Central Jurisdiction, East Ohio Conference Charlotte Jermy, Canal District
Mission u 2019 Leadership:
Dean: Maggie Jackson, North Coast
Assistant Dean: Martha Banks, Canal District
Registrar, Judy Kidder, Mahoning Valley
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response
Subscribe by Mail:
response: Magazines with a Mission
PO Box 395
Congers, NY 10920-0395
Subscribe by Phone:
1-877-881-2385 (toll-free)
1-845-267-3471 (Outside U.S.)
Subscribe by Fax:
1-845-267-3478
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FLAT ROCK’S CHILDREN’S HOME
7353 COUNTY ROAD 20, FLAT ROCK, OHIO 44828
Restoring Hope. Transforming Lives. Living Faith.

HISTORY:
MARCH, 1864---Rev. L. Scheurman of the Fremont Mission made a plea to the people of the church about children that were
orphaned by the Civil War. George Weiker and his wife Susan gave farm land in Sandusky County and also in Michigan.
JULY, 1866---A building was bought in Tiffin, Ohio and then a home was opened with 8 children.
1867---A farm of 170 acres was bought near Flat Rock, Ohio. (The farm was partially paid for from money from the sale of the
donated land in Sandusky County previously mentioned).
MAY, 1868---A two story brick building was dedicated “Ebenezer Orphan Institute of the Evangelical Association”. Many Orphan
Aid Societies sprang up. Grew to house 150 children and workers---girls were in the front of the building and the boys in the back.
1921---Two new Boy’s Cottages (Oak Manor & Buckeye Manor) and a School Building (Newby Building) were built and dedicated.
More land now equaled a 500 acre farm which included a herd of registered Holstein cattle.
1968---Flat Rock Homes became affiliated with the East Ohio Conference, United Methodist Churches.
1978---After a severe blizzard, the main building on the campus was destroyed. Then the focus went from an orphanage to serving
children with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
1992---Flat Rock Community Services Program was created when one of the residents, (who had lived at the campus for more
than
10 years), was ready to transition in to the community.
NOVEMBER, 2001---The old buildings from the 1900’s were deteriorating, so new buildings were needed.
OCTOBER, 2002---Ground was broken. The project was to replace all 5 of the existing living areas.
OCTOBER, 2003---The first gathering was a reunion of former residents.
MAY, 2004---Residents moved in to the new buildings.
STATS:
2004---There are 36 beds which include two respite beds. This is for children ages 6 to 18 years of age.
This is an ICF/DD Facility. Children live in 5 houses at Flat Rock. 34 individuals live on campus. 26 are children and adolescents, plus 8 adults who are not ready to function in the community. The County Board of DD helps to place the individuals for
residential service and therapeutic treatment hopefully in the county where their parents live.
EOC Advance Specials for Support by the EOC UMC’s from 07/01/18 – 06/30/18:
EOC 9174 Flat Rock Homes, Care Center, and Community Services---Fill the gaps in Medicaid funding so that we can continue
our mission to serve persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities and behavioral needs through therapeutic programs,
vocational and education opportunities, and resident care through a dedication to caring and excellence that demonstrates Christian
values.

To our UMW Sisters,

The above gives you a short history about the Flat Rock Homes. UMW has been supporting them for years and will
continue to do so. Elaine Hopkins (retired Bishop John Hopkins’ wife) sits on the board for the Flat Rock Homes.
She sent out an e-mail on May 25, 2018 that there was a blessing that the Medicaid payment rate for the children at the
care center will be increased starting in August. They are very happy to receive that money to help offset the $600,000
that is needed to be raised annually. (One bill that Flat Rock has is the Franchise Permit Fee to the state of Ohio, also
known as the bed tax, of $56,000 a quarter). Elaine writes that there is bad news of an income shortfall between now
and August.
One can make a tax deductible contribution to Flat Rock at any time by going to http://www.flatrockhomes.org/
or https://2713.thankyou4caring.org/donate. You can also mail your remittance to Flat Rock Homes, Care Center and
Community Services, 7353 County Road 29, Flat Rock, Ohio 44828.
As part of the EOC, I think this would be a wonderful place to contribute to.
The Women’s Assembly in Columbus, Ohio was a great event to attend with women there from all around the county
and the world. (The next one will be in four years and will be in Florida).
Mission u at Mount Union just recently wrapped up in July. (Start making plans now to attend this event next July).
This summer has just flown by and the weather has been extremely warm at times……the kids will be going back to
school before you know it. But don’t forget to take time out and enjoy the green trees, and pretty flowers that are all
about.
See you soon. Blessings,

Sue McKay,
EOC Social Action
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Greetings from United Methodist Women’s Economic and Environmental Justice office!
Thank you for taking action and writing to Chevron’s new CEO Mike
Wirth, urging Chevron to reduce methane emissions that harm and waste
God’s creation.
I wanted to provide you with some updates:
Over 1,800 letters written: Within two weeks we collected over 1,800 letters from UMW members and friends from every state in the US and UMC
conference and from several countries around the world. Thank you for your
letters and encouragement of others to write.
•

Read about it here: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/
chevronletters

•

Read UMW’s CEO Harriett Olson’s op-ed in the Columbus Dispatch
here: http://www.dispatch.com/opinion/20180519/harriett-jane-olsonreduce-methane-emissions-for-earths-sake

•

We delivered your letters and met with Chevron: In partnership with Cal-Nevada UMW leadership and the national
UMW office, we had 19 delegates deliver letters to Chevron headquarter in San Ramon, CA on May 29. We had a meeting
with three of Chevron’s senior advisors and lifted up your concerns about the need to stop methane emissions and the importance of moving towards clean renewable energy.
o In the meeting, Chevron noted that one of the reasons for extracting fossil fuels was to aid those who have limited
access to energy currently. Our response was that similar to many countries in the global south that transitioned
directly to cell phones before having landline phones, many communities could move directly towards renewable
energy as opposed to fossil fuels, as renewable energy sources like solar and wind are more readily available closer by. Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, climate scientist and keynote speaker at UMW’s Assembly speaks about the issue of
energy poverty here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h687bvUB5jI.
• Chevron signed onto Methane waste reduction guiding principles: Chevron recently joined other companies like ExxonMobil and BP and signed onto the guiding principles to reduce methane waste. We welcome this news, and look forward
to learning how Chevron will be implementing these principles into their work.
We wrote the letters, we met with Chevron, now what?
• The engagement with Chevron continues. Please continue to encourage others to write to Chevron (now revised at
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/chevron), as this type of engagement takes time and ongoing pressure. For UMW members, perhaps you can have an info session along with a letter writing opportunity during your Annual, District or Unit
meeting? United Methodist Women is a member of ICCR, Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility, and we will meet
with Chevron and other oil and gas companies in the fall. We’ll let you know if there are other opportunities around this
engagement.
• If you want to stay informed about how you can be involved and take action, sign up for our updates at https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice/signup
• Want to get more involved in your region or conference? Reach out to your Jurisdictional guides at https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice/guides/contacts
• Finally, a great resource is the UMC Energy Policy Statement: http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/energy-policystatement
Thank you for your witness!
Grace and Peace, Liz
Elizabeth Chun Hye Lee
Executive for Economic and Environmental Justice
Climate Justice Lead, Christian Social Action, United Methodist Women
United Methodist Office for the United Nations | Church Center for the UN
777 United Nations Plaza, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10017
(T): 212-878-7814 | (F): 212-682-5354
United Methodist Women Headquarters
475 Riverside Drive 15th Floor, New York, NY 11015
(T): 212-870-3744
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East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women
2019 Mission Today Unit Goals
Section A: Complete at least four of the following:
__ 1. Use the Prayer Calendar at each meeting to pray for mission workers and projects.
__ 2. Make and meet the unit’s Pledge to Mission
__ 3. Add at least one member to the unit’s roll.
__ 4. Have at least two members subscribe to Response magazine.
__ 5. Use at least two programs from the UMW Program Book each year.
__ 6. Conduct at least one mission study each year from the current or previous year Mission u studies.
__ 7. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies in at least one way during the year. Suggestions:
Plan a joint unit meeting with a unit of a different racial/ethnic background and use
programs from the UMW Program Book.
Develop bi-racial or multi-racial cultural Koinonia (Christian Fellowship) groups.
Hold a joint Vacation Bible School and/or pulpit exchanges.
Share joint worship services on special occasions.
Encourage the church to sponsor a refugee family.
Other (Explain)_____________________________________________________________.
Section B: Complete at least four of the following:
__ 8. Have at least one member (other than conference or district officers) attend Mission u.
__ 9. Have at least one member (other than conference of district officers) attend the District Annual
Meeting or Conference Annual Celebration.
__10. Have at least one member join the UMW Action Network. Register online at
www,umwmission.org clicking on “Act” or via mail: Washington Office of Public Policy, GBGM-Women’s Division, 100 Maryland Ave NE, Room 530, Washington DC 20002. (Request UMW Action Network, include name, address, phone, Congressional District, Conference and District.)
__11. Have unit members write to at least five persons listed in the Prayer Calendar each year.
__12. Participate in the Campaign for Children (Campaign for Children-UMW Phase III #3223) in at least
One way. Suggestions:
Help sponsor a church or community program related to needs of children and youth.
Sponsor a Children’s Sabbath, promoted by the Children’s Defense Fund, by using the
National Observance of Children’s Sabbath Handbook-Repairers of the Breach #3224.
Get involved with children by mentoring, tutoring, Big Sister Program, or Ohio Reads.
Write, e-mail, or call Congressional representative and/or others in government regarding children’s issues.
Visit local schools and/or attend a school board meeting.
Other (Explain)_____________________________________________________________
__13. Be a Five-Star unit by contributing to all 5 channels of Mission giving (Pledge, Special Mission
Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory, and World Thank Offering).
__14. Include a Response moment at every meeting.
__15. Have at least two members complete a Reading program plan and give a mini-report on book.
__16. Invite a district or conference officer (other than a unit member) to a unit meeting each year.
__17. Pledge to care for God’s creation and become a “Green” UMW unit. Information is available at
www.umwonline.org/environment or www.umwmission.org clicking on “Act” and “Environment
Issues.”
__18. Conduct a Mini-Spiritual Growth Retreat or have at least 2 members attend a district or Conference retreat.
ALL UNITS ARE TO COMPLETE THIS FORM. Check the items completed and send to your District Education & Interpretation Mission Coordinator by January 15.
Unit Name________________________________________________________________Date______________
Completed By (Unit Officer)__________________________________________________Phone_____________
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2018
IMPORTANT UMW DATES
Oct 26-27 Annual Celebration
Mt Pleasant UMC,89 Canyon Rd. SW
Carrollton, OH 44615
7:00 pm - Friday evening program
Saturday 9:15 am Registration
10:00 am Program begins
PLEASE PRINT/COPY THIS
NEWSLETTER AND GIVE TO
ALL. WE NEED YOU TO HELP
SPREAD THE NEWS!!
_____________________________
Spring Newsletter article deadline
January 15th

