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Greetings,

Letdos wal k together f or atohbulidialwerld @herd love sak grawtaedrhepe eae b e
enter in, to be the hands of healing and to plant the seed of peace,c o me and k n o w Albavedvélecomeg r a c
to the love of God for us to share.iwel comed E2007 Abingdon Press (Alt)

This was the opening at the first meeting of Conference Officers of this new year. We began our retreat with
a session about prayer and | would like to share it with you.

O God, source of all that makes life possible, giver of all that makes life good:
We gather to give you our thanks, yet we confess that we have often failed to live our thankfulness.
What we have we take for granted, and we grumble about what we lack.
We have squandered your bounty, with little thought of those who will come after us.
We are more troubled by the few who have more than by the many who have less.
Forgive us, O God. And teach us to make gratitude and sharing our way of life;
Through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.

In 1 Timothy 2:1-7 (CEB) Paul writes to Timothy - Prayer for everyone
2 First of all, then, | ask that requests, prayers, petitions, and thanksgiving be made for all peopRray for
kings and everyone who is in authority so that we can live a quiet and peaceful life in complete godliness
and dignity. 3 This is right and itpleases God our saviof,who wants all people to be saved and to come to
a knowledge of the truth.5 There is one God and one mediator between God and humanity, the human
Christ Jesust who gave himself as a payment to set all people free. This was atitesny that was given at
the right time. 7| was appointed to be a preacher and apostle of this testimony) o I OAlTETC Ol
yéi 17O 1TUETCA Yéi A OAAAEAO T &£# OEA ' Al OEIAO ET

Did you know that two-thirds of the world goes to bed hungry every night? One-third of the world is
underfed, and one-third of the world is starving. As a matter of fact, thirty people starve to death in this
world every single minute. Then we complain about dirty dishes. Nobody dislikes dirty dishes more than
| do, but maybe we ought to be thankful for them.

Thank God for dirty dishes
they have a tale to tell;
While others may go hungry
we've eaten very well.

With home, health, and happiness
| should not want to fuss;

By the stack of evidence before me
God's been very good to us!

How do we express our gratitude to the God who gives us all blessings, through prayer. Giving thanks
to God is one of the key components of any Christian prayer. Prayers can take many forms. One of
the ol dest and most common is called the collect.
knowing what it was.

A collect includes 5 parts they are, with example
a) a descriptive address, flLoving Godo
b) a clause referring to some attribute or saving act of God which forms the basis for the petition,
fgiver of all good giftso
c) the petition, fprovide for us our daily breado
d) the desired result or benefit from the granting of the petition, fthat we may have the strength to
serve youo

e) the doxological conclusion. fthrough Jesus Christ the Lord. Ameno
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Loving God, provider of all good gifts, provide for us our daily bread, that we may have the strength to
serve you. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Anot her l onger form is call ed AMHiepstdPRoweHuwRragera c o
By the Hurlbut Prayer fellowship
Letds | ook c| led@steys. at each of t

1. PREPARATION , , 7. SUPPLICATION
We are told in the Bible to pray without ceasing, For our needs
so sometimes we just have to dig in and pray. Prayer for own needs is done with the same
If you saw the movie War room that deals more assurance that we pray for the needs of others.
with a specific time set aside for prayer. In that We belong to him and if we are willing, he will
case we prepare physically, a quiet place, our ma_lke each step of our path clearly lighted by
prayer list, our Bible, etc. Then we need to daily, moment by moment guidance.
prepare our heart. Go_d is the instigator of prayer. 8. GUIDANCE
The _deS|re to pray Is the result of h|s_, Spirit Choices must be made- decisions are always
creating the longing to talk to God and to listen to before us

hat he tells us. '
W God knows what is best for us. Psalm 32:8 says,

2. PRAISE fi | wi || instruct you and
God asks us to praise him i we were created to should go.0 When we want
praise him. Praise opens our minds and hearts to three things must line up:
flow in communion with God. <Y Vr:+( The inward impulse

e 77 The Word of God
3. CONFE_SSION o o ! The trend of circumstances.
Authentic confession is to a]low the Lc_er to press Therefore it is
to the deeper levels of our lives, to point out what ) ,
God wants us to confess. Confession is to say: God in the heart compelling us forward
Lord, show me anything that is standing between God in the book giving understanding as to what
you and me, or between me and any other human he says in the heart
being. God in the circumstances.

4 THANKSGIVING Never staArt until all thrge agree. .

It is not just listing our blessings but Thatés a bit confusi ng., af
acknowledging the greatest blessing of all: the when you are Af ol lowing G.
open, you wondt have to f|

unmerited grace of the cross. .
smooth sailing.

5. INSPIRATION
To know what to ask.
God will speak to us through the Scriptures. We
are given insights and wisdom we could not have
achieved by ourselves.

9. COMMITMENT
It is relinquishing to the Lord the control of
ourselves, others, and our needs, especially our
fears and frustrations.

10. EMPOWERMENT
This comes With the anointing of the Spirit.

The mystery o f t he Lordos prov Tr&eql‘ﬁ |des for what he guides. Our

. . . t|t|on in every prayer is for the
management of the lives of his people is that he conciuding pe
often waits to bless the people of our lives until anomtmg of his Spirit to be able to do his will by

we pray. Jesus said: i What ever you
name | will do. o

6. INTERCESSION
For the needs of others

As \lﬁesugﬁlrayed not my will but thy will be done.

As we begin this new year of following our i Mi s sof beingéa community of women whose purpose is to
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries
of the church, we should remember to always make prayer our first priority, and | ask all to participate in the
40 Days of Prayer for General Conference.

Joyfully Serving,
BeckySutton, President
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Happy New Year! The year 2019 is our sesquicentennial year and is going to be an exciting time for
United Methodist Women. Last year our 2018-1 9 bi enni al t heme, N Reg=ne mb e
Embrace the Present, Tr anndghe BOLBhwambereoftiieu t_ur (P
present wi t h Pastor Lu Ann Youngma nAwer f u
Cel ebration. This year we wil/l | ook .
women, children and youth. Infant mortality will be our focus at Annual ’
Celebration 2019 wi t h our scripture being P &
children are a gift from the LOR-DG,C‘)
hosted by Canal District to learn the facts about infant mortality in NE Ohio
and ways these precious gifts from God can be assured of a healthy infancy. If
you have not planned all your programs for 2019, how about a birthday party for
UMW? This is something that could be planned for a Saturday morning or Sunday afternoon and
include the entire church, especially children and younger women. Webasede t
womends organization in the world and we need to

Susan Huston, Vice President

Annual Celebration

Susannah Wesley showed up at Annual Celebration 2018.
Who do you think will be coming this year?
Why not come and find out?

Friday, October 25, 2019 - Saturday, October 26
Canal District
More details coming.

Greetings to my sisters in Christ,

I am yair new MN&O person for the conference. MN&O means membership, nurture and outreach.

Membershipentails counting our members and reporting them to the national division in New York.
Please renemberlocal unit® membership totalare dueby March 31. If gu have any questions on this please
let me know.

Nurture iswhat we need to do for each otherhether it is a local umj district or just sisters inl@ist. |
plan to contact each one of the district MN&@ordinators. We can meet to share ideas astdpport one
another. Serving together antioping to
help with nurturing each and even
district counterpart will inturn help to
nurture our local UMW communities

Outreachishow wecanreach out
to support our own member plus /8 A B
potential members. | arplanning on sharing with each ofest how we can do that a our purpose.

Personally,| have beena UMW since 1980 and have sedvmany local offices as well as district
president, program resources and education and interpretation. | am a rmundenother to two grown children
a son and daughteMy daughter married in 2018 and will k@ame a grandmother this yearain so excited.

Margaret Harvey

> g -
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Rights of MembersHijgh

>
Through membership in United Methodist Women, a woman has the righetpect:

a Education, training, and experience in understanding the organization and fulfilling BtéRPOSE
a Resources that nurture gr owt Responsé magazine;and s

a [Information that relates to world issues and leads facreased identification with women around
the world;

a Recognition of her contribution as a member of the organization;

a Ways to communicate her concerns to United Methodist Women, Inc. (National Office),

a Opportuni ti es [ oranagvolun&eriaedt v of ways o ser
a

Membership in Church Women United and the World Federation of Methodlist and Uniting Church
Women (As members of these two organizations, women strive for an ecumenical and international
community through unity of spirit and purposeunderstanding the meaning ofstice and freedom, and a
commitment to the Gospel)

Responsibilieédembership

In the organization of United Methodist Women, members have the following responsibilities.

To understand and be supportive of the organization and its PURPOSE;

To participate in program activities;

To keep informed about the programs and ongoing concerns of United Methodist Women,

To subscribe ta R e s p anagazne, the official program journal of United Methodlist Women,
To attend training for local units,

To participate in the mission studies,

To use the Program Book for United Methodist Women,

V. W W V. V. V. V. .

To engage in critical analysis and active listegirwhile remaining open to different views and
other perceptions;

a To use official sources of information, and
a To interpret the PURPOSTf United Methodist Women.

In addition, members are strongly urged to avail themselves of the opportunity to attend the
conference Mission u, and district and conference annual meeting, spring meeting, and retreats.

*Updated from the 2009-2012 United Methodist Women Handbook
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The Seeds We Plant

~ Mary, Cathy, and Janie are all from the same small town and were actually in the same
¥ grade but started out at different schools. Mary grew up in the poorer part of town; while
the other two were more in the middle class. The town got a new school superintendent
who convinced the school board to create a junior high. This meant that the three girls
would now be schooled in the same building. Mary planned on getting married and
raising a family; Cathy planned on getting married but working outside of the home as a
secretary; and Janie was going to college and moving to some big city.

The first week of junior high Janie noticed Mary as they passed while changing classes. She

had on a well-worn dress but was neat and clean. Her small mouth had a tiny shy smile like

she knew a secret that no one else did. Janielikedt hat so the next day <
shoulder and smiled back. They never really had a conversation until they shared a study hall
freshman year and then later when they both joined Y-T e e n s . Neither ever
house but they always had something good to say to each other when they met.

Now on the other hand, Cathy and Janie knew each other from Sunday school, membership
class, and Youth Fellowship. Cathy had been t o Jani
home many times for different parties and youth meetings.
In their sophomore vyear, Cathy had a life changing
event. Cathy now had a new baby brother and she was no

A tiny seed is planted;
What will be is hard to
know.

longer an only child. The little
curls, bright blue eyes, chubby
woul dnot gwasn
this because she both loved
So Cathy carried her brother
came to a mirror, she would

The three girls graduated
their lives. Mary did get
has grandchildren as well.
graduate, and then went back
made it to the big city, worked
burned out . y
The last thing she told Janie

brother was afraid of mirrors.

Will it grow tall and pretty?
Only God can make it so.

A tiny seed can wither,
A tiny seed can blossom,
A tiny seed shows wonder

A tiny seed iawesome.

A seed is small and fragile
It can take a lot of care.
Remember how to nurture,
With bright singing if you
dare.

boy was adorable with blond
cheeks and a smile that
quite sure what to do about
and resented this new comer.
around. But every time they
stop, point, and laugh.

together and moved on with
married, have children, and
Janie did go to college,
to school for more. Janie also
hard, traveled hard, and
moved right after graduation.
before leaving was her little
He screamed every time he

came near one because he believed he was really ugly and people would laugh at him.

Their 50" reunion was this past July. Janie went for the first time. Did she look for both women?
No, she did not. Neither Mary nor Cathy showed. Which one did Janie watch for and which
did she not even remember until a couple of weeks later? Each of our little actions, thoughts,
and words plant seeds, nurture them, or stunt their growth. The seeds we plant are only the
size of a mustard seed, but what will they grow into?

Submitted by Beth Sali

ng, Janieds
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East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women

Financial Report for January 1, 2018 - Decmeber 31, 2018

INCOME
MISSION GIVING:
Pledge $185,815.03
Special Mission Recognition $6,580.00
Gift to Mission $4,036.95
Gift in Memory $3,722.00
World Thank Offering $14,480.99
Total Five Star Mission Giving $214,634.97
OTHER GIVING
Mission u registrations $13,153.00
Mission u offerings $1,880.00
$15,033.00
DESIGNATED GIVING
Call to Prayer & Self Denial $8,641.49
Supplemental Giving
A Brigther Future $119.00
Assembly $300.00
World Communion $360.00
UMCOR projects $4,773.00
$14,193.49
TOTAL GIVING - January through June 2018 $243,861.46
EXPENSES
United Methodist Women, Inc. (National)
Pledge $161,306.44
Special Mission Recognition $8,120.00
Gift to Mission $4,036.95
Gift in Memory $3,937.00
World Thank Offering $14,844.39
Total Five Star Mission Giving $192,244.78
A Call to Prayer $8,581.22
A Brighter Future $119.00
World Communion $300.00
UMCOR projects $4,773.00
$13,773.22
TOTAL PAID to United Methodist Women, Inc. $206,018.00
Other Expenses
Mission u $18,868.79
District AMD funds $23,227.60
Conference Expenses $8,342.80
Jurisiction Pledge $2,115.00
News;etter $1,240.00
Assembly $23,077.05
Assembly Donation $500.00
TOTAL OTHER expenses $77,371.24
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS Janunay -December 2018 $283,389.24
NET INCOME OVER EXPENSES ($39,527.78)
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Hello to all UMW Brothers and Sisters, Happy New Year!!!

It has been a very mild winter so far; | think we had more snow in November. But, we know
that it is coming, so please be careful out there. And while you are doing so, why not reflect
and act on our four main social issues are still: climate B8

justice; maternal and child health; racial and gender justice;
and economic inequality?

On January 4th, | received a lengthy e-mail from Carol
Barton, UMW Executive for Community Action, in New York.
This was regarding the postcards we filled out during this .
past year. 5,000 postcards were delivered

The group was not able to meet with management in person, so the postcards were delivered
by mailto t he CEO, Mr . Todd Penegor . Ther e

Headquarters in Dublin, Ohio. At this rally was our very own Kathy Kuhn and Kristina DuBois.
There were also women from West Ohio Conference, New York Conference, Florida
Conference, more from East Ohio Conference, Coalition of Immokalee Workers, National Farm
Worker Ministry Board Worker, etc. The day itself was not pleasant weather wise. The ladies
marched and chanted in the icy, pelting rain. | was told one the most unique sights was the
fountaln in front of the main entrance. The trees surrounding it were basically bare of leaves
| o lIl][[' but were decorated with ice and snow. The fountain itself had

o ~“4€ water running down and over the tiers!

= ladies marched in a circle on the sidewalk close to the main
. entrance. The drivers on the four-lane in front paid little
attention and pedestrians walked around without paying much
attention. Part of that may have been paper-based signs wilt
in the rain. But the women did take their stand and a document was read by the two Ohio

Conference presidents. At this ti me, I am

did try and will keep doing so.

Hoping to see you this summer at Mount Union for Mission u. .
Remember that there are scholarships available if you have never i
attended. Lifelong friendships can be made. Almost twenty years g
ago, (when | went to my first schools of Christian mission back then),
| roomed with Barb Eckhardt. Every year, | look for a Christmas card
from her.

Take care everyone. Blessings to all,
Sue McKay, Social Action
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United

Methodist 475 Riverside Drive, 15" floor
WOmeﬂ New York, NY 10115

FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

Greetings friends,
Happy new year!

As 2019 begins, we are taking steps to streamline resourcing for events and for

distributing books on the Reading Program list. The changes and new processes
are listed below.

Please share with your district and local officers that care for resources. Share
with members as well as, because we know many of them are continuously
learning through the offerings in the Reading Program.

Beginning in January 2019, United Methodist Women Mission Resources
(PBD) will no longer stock books on the Reading Program lists.

What this means:

e You will no longer be able to order books on the Reading Program lists
from United Methodist Women Mission Resources.

e You will be able to purchase books from Cokesbury, Amazon and
other major retailers, often at less cost than offered by Mission
Resources.

e If you purchase from Amazon, the books are shipped free if you are a
Prime member. If you purchase through the Amazon Smile program, a
donation is made with each order to United Methodist Women. To
learn more about Amazon Smile, visit smile.amazon.com. (Choose the
United Methodist Women in New York, NY, to support the national
office.)

e You will no longer be able to order United Methodist WWomen resources
on consignment for your event and return what was not sold.

e You will be able to order a free sample box that contains several
United Methodist Women resources to display and keep at no charge
to you. You may take orders from members onsite or let them know
how to place their own orders.

e You will be able to purchase quantities of United Methodist WWomen
mission resources for your event that you may sell. These will not be
returnable.

What about Mission u? Members expect to be able to purchase the books at the
school.
o Deans will let attendees know well in advance that books should be
purchased before traveling to Mission u.
o Conferences can also purchase books to sell onsite. Books not sold
during the event may not be returned but can be sold at future events.

Staff Contact for resource ordering for SPR’s and others is Andrew Cheu:
acheu@unitedmethodistwomen.org
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